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Children’s Picture Books
A Great Time!
Children’s Poetry in English & Russian
by Masha Shurin
Illustrated by Valentin Ginukov
White Stag Press,
a division of Publishers Design Group
Ages 2 to 8 | $19.95 US
978-0979258329 | Hardcover
A Great Time! is an
enchanting, poetic foray
into a world of imagination in which children
are taught timeless
truths by bugs, animals,
plants, and the sun.
These fun-filled,
character-building
messages spark hope and joy in children, while
helping them better understand how precious
life is and the importance of friendships,
showing courtesy, and sharing with others. The
illustrations and poetry richly capture the heart
of these simple lessons that are so important to
developing in a child a deep appreciation and
respect for nature and for each other.
A Great Time! was published for two markets:
American families that adopt children from
the Ukraine and Russia, and Ukranian/Russian
families that now reside in the USA, while
being especially useful for non-Russian
Americans in exposing young ones to a
multicultural experience that has such a rich
and imaginative tradition in storytelling.
Midwest Book Reviews agrees, “A read-aloud
treat for young people ages 2-8.” A Great Time!
will also help adopted children and the
children of Russian immigrants stay connected
with their heritage. Bookviews pinpoints this
benefit: “Maintaining language skills in their
native language will prove useful when they
grow up and, for now, this clever book will
entertain them.”
Storytelling, circus, theater, and poetry were
important cultural pillars of the Russian
society into which author Masha Shurin was
born. Having lived and worked under
repressive Soviet control for decades, she
knows how influential these media can be in
helping people to believe in and hope for a
better world. Russian-born artist, Valentin
Ginukov, demonstrates the essence of the
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colorful, native style so typical of Russian
children’s publications. Roundtable Reviews
states, “The illustrations are clearly of Russian
design and make for a nice change of pace for
both children and adults.”
2008 Silver Recipient: Bilingual

A Piece of Bread
(Un trozo de pan)
by Aida E. Marcuse
Illustrated by Verónica Chaves
Panamericana Editorial
Ages 3 to 8 | $12.95 US
978-9583017681 | Hardcover
From celebrated author
Aida E. Marcuse comes
this comical story of
fairness, justice and
equality. A Piece Of
Bread features an
eclectic cast of characters that includes a
young girl, an old duck,
a squirrel, a rabbit, and a blackbird. Each finds
and lays claim to a piece of bread, but just as
each character is about to eat the bread,
something unexpected happens. Children will
delight in this bilingual experience, which
features both English and Spanish text. Vivid
illustrations are sure to capture a young
reader’s imagination.
Aida E. Marcuse is a well-known translator of
children’s books. She has translated into
Spanish Puss in Boots, directly from the first
edition (1698) in French; Green Eggs and Ham,
The Lorax, and Oh, the Places You'll Go!, by Dr.
Seuss, Why God Chose the Dove, by Nobel
Laureate Isaac Bashevis Singer, and more than
200 other books.
2008 Gold Recipient: Bilingual

Abraham Lincoln And The Forest Of Little
Pigeon Creek
by T.D. Carter
Illustrated by Randy Jennings
AmeriTales Entertainment
Ages 3 to 8 | $14.95 US
978-0979873904 | Hardcover

The Mom's Choice Awards® is pleased to
present the 2008 Honorees.
This distinguished group represents the
best in family-friendly media, products
and services for 2008.
This book is not
“history as usual.” It's
Abraham Lincoln as he
has never been presented
before. Abraham Lincoln
really shines and his
whimsical personality comes to life for the first
time ever for kids.
AmeriTales follows young Abe on a daring
adventure through the Indiana forest. The
story is set in 1818, when Abraham Lincoln is
nine and his father has declared he is old
enough to walk through the forest of Little
Pigeon Creek on his own. Young Abe is
accompanied by his best friend, Jack, who
happens to be a turkey.
Abe desperately tries to convince himself that
he isn’t afraid despite the fact that the forest
smells, and is full of scary noises and bloodthirsty mosquitoes. His biggest problems,
however, are the wild animals that roam the
forests of 19th- century Indiana, namely
panthers, buffaloes, and an even scarier
nemesis who has Abe running for his life.
Jack, the smart-mouthed turkey, loves the
forest, especially the juicy grasshoppers he
gulps down. He can't understand why Abe
would be afraid, because everything seems
normal to him. The only reason Abraham
Lincoln is walking deep into the forest is
because he is headed to Old Man Crawford's
house. Mr. Crawford has a book about the
forest that Abe has been itching to read. The
journey back and forth to his house provides
action-adventure thrills leading to a showdown
with Abe's chief nemesis in the forest. How
Abe handles his fear provides wonderful
learning moments for readers.
Bold illustrations and colorful language give
the feel that the action is happening now. It's a
book parents can feel good about and one kids
will be entertained by with its powerful
messages regarding reading and the environment. In the end, Abe finds his way in the
forest and comes across as the real-life action
hero he is.
2008 Silver Recipient: Adventure
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Adventures Of Riley:
Operation Orangutan
by Amanda Lumry and Laura Hurwitz
Eaglemont Press
Ages 3 to 8 | $15.95 US
978-0974841144 | Hardcover
It’s high adventure over
the island of Borneo as
Riley, Uncle Max, Aunt
Martha and Cousin
Alice search for
orangutans from the
ground and the sky!
The rain forests of Borneo are home to
orangutans, sun bears, proboscis monkeys,
flying frogs, flying snakes and many other
amazing animals—so why is Uncle Max
studying figs, instead? Riley soon learns that
their mission is to study how figs, fig wasps
and orangutans all rely on each other for
survival. Riley makes new friends along the
way, while Cousin Alice helps scare away
illegal loggers. Then they all come to the
rescue of an orphaned orangutan.
Real-life scientists Dr. Cheryl Knott and Dr.
Tim Laman play a starring role as they soar
with Riley and his family over the treetops in a
very special hot air balloon! Plus, there is one
final surprise in store, something that hasn’t
happened in years and years. Featuring real-life
scientists, multi-media visuals and edge-ofyour-seat excitement, the Adventures of Riley™
picture book series is fact-based fiction at its
best. Endorsed by the Smithsonian Institution,
Wildlife Conservation Society, World Wildlife
Fund, the Wyland Foundation and animal
expert, Jack Hanna.
2008 Gold Recipient: Adventure

Adventures Of Riley:
South Pole Penguins
by Amanda Lumry and Laura Hurwitz
Eaglemont Press
Ages 3 to 8 | $15.95 US
978-0974841151 | Hardcover
Are the penguins of
Antarctica getting
their fill of krill, or has
climate change
reshaped the Antarctic
food web? Riley joins
Uncle Max, Aunt
Martha and Cousin Alice on a voyage to the
bottom of the world to find out!
Home to whales, seals, penguins, and 90
percent of the world’s ice, Antarctica is the
coldest place on Earth. The family must brave
not only the cold, but also stormy seas, giant
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icebergs and icy winds that can come up out of
nowhere. Will Riley find the answers he seeks
or be left out in the cold? And what do Alice’s
boots have to do with Uncle Max’s research?
It’s an Antarctic adventure like no other, as
Riley learns valuable lessons about
cooperation—survival.
Featuring real-life scientists, multi-media
visuals and edge-of-your-seat excitement, the
Adventures of Riley picture book series is
fact-based fiction at its best. Endorsed by the
Smithsonian Institution, Wildlife Conservation Society, World Wildlife Fund, the Wyland
Foundation, and animal expert Jack Hanna.
2008 Gold Recipient: Green Earth

Adventures Of Riley:
The Polar Bear Puzzle
by Amanda Lumry and Laura Hurwitz
Eaglemont Press
Ages 3 to 8 | $15.95 US
978-1600400049 | Hardcover
Riley, Uncle Max, Aunt
Martha and Cousin
Alice fly north to
Churchill, Canada, to
watch polar bears hunt
seals from the ice of
Hudson Bay. There’s
just one problem: no ice! It seems that the
“frozen north” may not be so frozen after all.
And for polar bears, no ice means no seals, and
without food, the bears can quickly become
hungry, weak and dangerous! It’s a race against
time as everyone searches for clues to this
puzzling climate mystery. Will the ice freeze in
time—or at all? And will the polar bears finally
get to eat again? The answer is up to you! So
hop on your tundra buggy and get ready to see
polar bears, arctic hares, arctic foxes, snowy
owls, ringed seals and caribou in a whole new
(northern) light!
Featuring real-life scientists, multi-media
visuals and edge-of-your-seat excitement, the
Adventures of Riley™ picture book series is
fact-based fiction at its best. Endorsed by the
Smithsonian Institution, Wildlife Conservation Society, World Wildlife Fund, the Wyland
Foundation and animal expert, Jack Hanna.
2008 Silver Recipient: Animal Kingdom

Animals Of The Bible From A To Z
by Alice Camille
Illustrated by Sarah Evelyn Showalter
ACTA Publications
Ages 4 to 8 | $16.95 US
978-0879463311 | Hardcover

R o l l

Maybe you already
know the story of the
extra-special donkey
that could talk, and
where to find that
story in Scripture.
But what about the
yearling lamb that gave its life like Jesus? Or the
goat that takes away the guilt of an entire town?
An excellent Bible introduction for children
just learning the alphabet (and a great
Scripture brush-up tool for parents), Animals
of the Bible from A to Z brings known and
not-so-well-known stories of the Bible to life
by pairing each letter of the alphabet with a tale
from Scripture. Beautiful artwork from debut
artist Sarah Evelyn Showalter accompanies text
from award-winning author Alice Camille in
this brand new children’s picture book.
But that’s not all. At the end of the book, Camille
provides “Pages for Grownups” so parents,
grandparents and even teachers can brush up on
or learn about the significance of each animal
depicted before sharing the book with their
child or student. Each letter of the alphabet and
each accompanying animal are given chapterand-verse citations from Scripture.
So even if you can’t name—off the top of your
head—where the dog that walked with Tobias
appears in the Bible, the “Pages for Grownups”
will give you a leg up with your child, Bible
study, or school group and refresh your love
for familiar stories like the one about the
ravens who brought food to…which prophet
was that, anyway? (Hint: Check out I Kings
Chapter 17.)
2008 Silver Recipient: Religion & Spirituality

As Simple As That® Series
by Deb Capone
Illustrated by Stan Jaskiel and John McCoy
As Simple As That® Publishing
Ages 3 to 8 | $14.95 - $16.95 US/Each |
Hardcover
The As Simple As
That® award-winning
series are great books
for introducing
complex topics such as
diversity and respect
in an entertaining, child-friendly manner.
Families Are Forever: In this heartwarming tale,
readers follow a young girl named Rain who
leaves China for life with her ‘forever’ family in
America. Beautifully told and illustrated,
Families Are Forever expands children’s
concepts about family, love and belonging.
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Tooth Fairy Tales: When you lose a baby tooth,
you put it under your pillow and wait for the
Tooth Fairy, right? Not always, according to
this fascinating book; some children get a visit
from the Tooth Sparrow or El Raton (a special,
friendly mouse), or toss their teeth onto the
roof and make a wish to the Moon—it all
depends on where they live. Join Rain and her
friends as they discover the fun ways in which
youngsters all over the world celebrate this rite
of childhood.
Dumplings Are Delicious: Rain and her friends
discover that dumplings come in all shapes and
sizes, and with an assortment of fillings, colors,
and names. And they all taste delicious! No
matter where they come from or how they look,
all dumplings are special—just like people.
2008 Silver Recipient: Illustrated Series

Awesome Ospreys:
Fishing Birds of the World
by Donna Love
Illustrated by Joyce Mihran Turley
Mountain Press Publishing
Ages 5 & Up | $12.00 US
978-0878425129 | Paperback
Known by ornithologists
as “citizens of the world,”
ospreys are among the
most widely distributed
bird species on earth,
living on every continent
except Antarctica. Their
enormous nests of heavy
sticks are highly visible at the tops of tall trees,
power poles, and man-made nesting platforms.
The birds also have an exceptional tolerance
for people, blithely going about their business
near busy roads, riverbanks, lakeshores, and
marinas; thus they are among the most readily
observed of all raptors (the group of birds that
includes ospreys and their relatives—hawks,
eagles, and falcons).
In Awesome Ospreys: Fishing Birds of the World,
author Donna Love enthusiastically shares her
knowledge of ospreys and their life cycle, from
courtship, nesting, and raising their young to
their yearly migrations. In beautiful colors that
evoke the ospreys’ aquatic world, illustrator
Joyce Turley brings these birds to life in a book
that will appeal to readers both young and old.
Suggested activities to try with teachers or
parents give kids the chance to explore what it’s
like to fly, live, and fish like an osprey. An
appendix with osprey physiology, a range map,
index, and lists of Web sites and suggested
readings point young naturalists toward
further research.
2008 Silver Recipient: Animal Kingdom
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Beaser The Bear’s Rocky Mountain Christmas
by Patricia Derrick
Illustrated by Doug Hoch
Animalations
Ages 3 to 8 | $18.95 US
978-1933818092 | Hardcover
Beaser the Bear’s cubs learn
to feel the joy of Christmas
by giving their extra stuff to
other cubs. The cubs, Rickity
and Snickity, grow their
hearts by sharing their extra
stuff. Sometimes these things
are new, sometimes almost
new, but it really doesn’t matter to the cubs
they give them to.
Rickity and Snickity also decide to invite
homeless cubs to live with them in their den.
When Papa Beaser finds out, he is so proud, he
sheds big Beaser tears.
Children reading this book will discover the
true meaning of Christmas by giving to others
rather than receiving. They will also learn to
help individuals less fortunate than they are.
The message found in Beaser the Bear’s Rocky
Mountain Christmas will add true meaning to
the Christmas season.
The original music that accompanies the story
makes Beaser the Bear’s Rocky Mountain
Christmas a complete experience for children.
Rhyming verses and phonics, both crucial
elements of language development, will help
children to develop reading skills. But the
children will not notice that they are learning
as they read and sing along to the lively story.
2008 Gold Recipient: Seasonal,
Holiday & Festivals

Benny’s Pets
by Mr. Whimsy
Illustrated by Amy Meadow
World of Whimsy Productions
Ages 3 to 8 | $15.95 US
978-0970267504 | Hardcover
Be prepared to laugh at
the clever and charming
verse by Mr. Whimsy
and to be dazzled by the
brilliant and accurate
illustrations of Amy
Meadow!
The entertaining and original Benny’s Pets will
warm your heart and lift your spirit.
The story has an underlying message to be
“rich in imagination.” Benny’s Pets is ostensibly
about a billionaire who sends his exotic pets all

over the world on different vacations. Girella
Giraffe scubas in Cozumel, A.B. Seagull goes
yachting, Slick the “slow-boarding” snail is on
the Colorado slopes. But there’s a twist ending.
Benny isn’t a billionaire at all; he is just a boy
who has been to the zoo with his folks and is
very rich in imagination. Readers discover that
he has been pretending to send these animals
around the world!
Many lessons are presented in Benny’s Pets:
The lesson of imagination: you can accomplish
anything that you imagine and apply yourself to.
The lesson of different world cultures and
locations: China, London, the Grand Canyon,
Africa, and others. From a young age, children
can start to learn—in a fun and engaging
way—about how these places might look.
Discover the authenticity that the illustrations
deliver in representing the cultures.
The lesson of world geography: the foldout
world map was designed for education at many
different levels. Get a feel for the world and the
countries that are in it; identify the places that
are talked about in the book.
The lesson of vacation experiences: skydiving,
skiing, rollerblading, and more.
The lesson of animal types: jaguar, leopard,
impala, elk, loon, and others.
To top it off, there is a full page of stickers and
a foldout world map included.
2008 Gold Recipient: Novelty Picture Book

Blessed Is The Spot:
A First Prayer Book
by Lisa Blecker and C. Aaron Kreader
5th Epoch Press
Ages 2 to 6 | $14.95 US
978-1931492089 | Board Book w/ DVD
For the first time, this
ageless and universally appealing prayer
comes to life in board
book format,
accompanied by DVD
animation, for young
children of all faiths
to enjoy. The animation employs each page of
the book, and, with the lyrical voices of
children as the soundtrack, becomes a moving
replica of the prayer and its visual interpretation. The inspirational artwork and animation,
in this special edition of Blessed Is the Spot by
Lisa Blecker, reflect the peaceful sentiments
expressed in these gentle yet powerful words,
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which honor every place where God is praised.
This poetic book and animation share a
world-embracing vision best encapsulated in
the words of Bahá’u’lláh, “...The earth is but
one country, and mankind its citizens.” The
large letters, simple language, and animated
DVD make this prayer enjoyable for even the
youngest reader. Blessed Is the Spot is perfect
for children’s spiritual classes, interfaith events,
devotionals, and peace-keeping gatherings.
The prayer in this book comes from the Bahá’í
sacred texts. The Bahá’í Faith was founded by
Bahá’u’lláh (1817-1892), who was born in
Tihrán, Iran. The Bahá’í Faith is an independent world religion based on Bahá’u’lláh’s
teachings. His vast volume of writings offers
guidance for a peaceful global community. He
taught that all forms of prejudice should be
eliminated—women and men are equal,
everyone belongs to the same human family,
and all of the world religions are from the
same source.
‘Blessed is the spot’ is a beloved passage from
Bahá’u’lláh’s writings which has appeared in
countless publications and languages throughout the world.
Lisa Blecker and C. Aaron Kreader (the
graphic designer) are a creative husband-andwife team who formed Studio 9 Inc. Their
writing, illustrations, and graphic design
appear in several award-winning publications,
including The Good in Me From A to Z by
Dottie and Brilliant Star magazine.
2008 Gold Recipient: Multimedia Experience

Bur Bur And Friends Series
by JoAnne Pastel and Kakie Fitzsimmons
Illustrated by Lindsey VanDeWeghe
Farmer's Hat Productions™
Ages 3 to 8 | $14.95 US/Each | Hardcover
Bur Bur and Friends is a series of children’s
books with a cast of multicultural characters
who educate kids about sports, active play and
outdoor exploration through their experiences.
The concept started with two mothers and a
father of multi-racial children looking for
books that illustrated today’s diverse world
with children of all walks of life interacting
with each other. The books provide:
Stories that help build self-esteem
Interactive play-and-learn adventures
Simple, beautiful illustrations
The basis for a healthy, active lifestyle
Bur Bur’s Boating ABC’s: Join Bur Bur and his
parents for a boat ride. Kids learn boating
basics, along with all the things they’ll see in
and on the water in this read-aloud book. Bur
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Bur goes through the alphabet using boating
ideas and fun concepts that entertain and excite
the reader. Bur Bur’s Boating ABC’s is a great
way to introduce young children to reading.
Bur Bur’s Fishing
Adventure: Drop anchor
with Bur Bur and his dad.
This book takes children
on a first-time fishing
adventure full of colorful
illustrations and fun
experiences. This book
includes a simple
illustrated guide of some of the things Bur Bur
recommends bringing on a fishing trip.
Bur Bur Throws Out the
First Pitch: Come to the
ballpark with Bur Bur.
Children experience the
excitement of sports
when Bur Bur throws out
the first pitch at a Major
League Baseball™ game.
The book also includes
baseball basics, as well as an illustrated guide
to the baseball diamond and baseball equipment. This story will have kids cheering!
Anna Goes Hiking: Get
ready to hit the trail.
Come along with Anna
and her parents as they
discover the great
outdoors on a nature
hike. This book also
includes interactive
point-and-learn pages
where children can learn more about the
animals Anna encounters on her expedition.
Don’t forget your walking stick!
2008 Silver Recipient: Illustrated Series

R o l l

Discovering Black Bears
by Margaret Anderson, Nancy Field and
Karen Stephenson
Dog-Eared Publications
Ages 5 & Up | $8.95 US
978-0941042376 | Paperback
Three dedicated
scientists have teamed
up to create a wonderful
new interactive children’s
book that expands
children's knowledge
and understanding of
the natural world and
fosters an environmental
ethic within them.
Discovering Black Bears is a nature activity
book that explores the natural history of the
American black bear, its behavior and habitat.
The book is filled with amazing facts, such as:
Bears weigh about half a pound at birth.
Where there is plenty of food, they can put on
as much as 150 pounds by their first fall!
What color is a black bear? Mostly, they’re
black—but they can be brown, cinnamon,
blue-gray or even white.
Like counting rings on a tree stump, looking at
a cross-section of a black bear’s tooth will
reveal the animal’s age.
Black bears are not cuddly teddy bears. But they
are not ferocious beasts, either. In the last
century, about three dozen people have been
killed by black bears. Chances of being killed by
lightning or a car accident are greater.
Children discover these remarkable facts
through short, descriptive passages and 20
cleverly designed activities from codes and
games to crossword puzzles and biologically
accurate bear stickers.
Topics include anatomy and diet (mainly
vegetarian), hibernation, cub care, communication, habitats, and differences among other bears,
as well as bears in constellations, their importance in Native American history, and even a
ghost story. The book features several bear
biologists who offer new insights into bear
behavior. Two featured scientists are Lynn Rogers
from the Wildlife Research Institute and scat
detective Sue Mansfield. Scientific equipment is
explained, as are field research techniques and
the different methods of tracking bears. The
book also emphasizes humans’ impact on black
bears and how to practice good conservation,
especially when visiting bear country.
2008 Silver Recipient: Animal Kingdom
Entro | Spring 2008
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Dizzy
by Stacy A. Nyikos
Illustrated by Kary Lee
Stonehorse Publishing
Ages 3 to 8 | $15.95 US
978-0976419921 | Hardcover
Faster than a speeding
torpedo. Able to leap
ocean waves in a single
bound. It’s a bird…it’s a
plane…no, wait…it’s
Dizzy, the world’s fastest
dolphin. Join our fearless hero in his search for
truth, justice, and some really delicious fish. If
he can sit still, that is.
Daring dolphin lovers will enjoy the last two
pages of this entertaining picture book
spinning with facts about pacific white-sided
dolphins—one of the fastest species in the
ocean—and their aquatic cousins.
2008 Silver Recipient: Adventure

Dr. Hippo Series
by Charlotte Cowan, MD
Illustrated by Katy Bratun, Susan Banta and
Elaine Garvin
The Hippocratic Press
Ages 3 to 8 | $17.95 US/Each | Hardcover
Sniffles, fevers, sore throats and earaches are
common occurrences for tens of millions of
young children annually—especially if they are
in day care or in school. And, once they have
these illnesses, the rest of the family often gets
them, too.
When a young child doesn’t feel well, his parents
worry about him and are often unsure how to
help him feel better. Dr. Charlotte Cowan, a
pediatrician and mother of three children,
understands that illness also worries children.
Each title in Dr. Cowan’s Dr. Hippo series
entertains, educates and reassures both parent
and child about the illness they are facing
together. The stories, geared for children ages
2-7, feature animal protagonists who get (and
get over) common illnesses, recovering with the
help of their parents and a kindly hippopotamus
pediatrician named Dr. Hippocrates—Dr.
Hippo for short.
In Katie Caught a Cold,
a sneezing polar bear
worries about performing in an Ice Show. in
Peeper Has a Fever, a
feverish frog hopes to
enter a Diving Contest.
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In Sadie’s Sore Throat, a
giraffe beads necklaces
to win a prize in the
School Art Fair. And in
The Little Elephant with
the Big Earache, Eddie
makes an awardwinning mud castle at his birthday party.
A separate Guide for Parents is slipped into
the back cover of each book. Written in
question-and-answer format, each eight-page
laminated pamphlet includes Dr. Cowan’s
easy-to-understand advice, reflecting her
years of pediatric experience.
“I hope our books comfort children (and
their parents) while teaching them how to
take care of common childhood illnesses. I
hope the stories also help parents learn when
to call or see their child’s doctor,” says Dr.
Cowan, who trained and practiced for many
years at Boston’s Mass General Hospital for
Children, during which time she served on
the Faculty of Harvard Medical School.
2008 Gold Recipient: Illustrated Series

EEK! I Hear A Squeak And The Scurrying
Of Little Feet
by Lavelle Carlson
Illustrated by Jenny Loehr
Children’s Publishing
Ages 3 to 8 | $19.95 US
978-0972580380 | Hardcover w/CD
EEK! I Hear a Squeak is
a humorous children’s
picture book written by
a speech-language
pathologist. Both
parents and children
will be amused by the
antics of the baby goat
to avoid bedtime. How
many times will the
baby send his parents back and forth in search
of the elusive squeaks that only he can see?
His mom tries her best to convince him that
one cannot see squeaks but can only hear
them. Young children will be amused to
discover that the kid goat knows more than
the parents!

This book, with its many references to favorite
fairy tales, is built around three—The Three
Blind Mice, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, and
The Three Billy Goats Gruff—and it offers
parents and teachers a great take-off point for
reading these other stories. The book also
contains many of the criteria for teaching
young children pre-literacy. It has print
awareness or attention to print (print set off in
bubbles or in large bold print). The rhyming is
provided to teach phonemic awareness
(awareness of sounds in words). The dialogue
provides opportunities for teaching turntaking in conversation. The repetition
facilitates vocabulary by providing multiple
opportunities for children to produce the
words and dialogue.
EEK! I Hear a Squeak is a visual story as well.
Children can be encouraged to look for the
squeaks along with the baby goat. Why are the
kid goat’s friends hiding behind trees?
For added fun and learning there is an
interactive CD-ROM with the words
highlighted as the story is read, offering
children assistance in independent reading.
2008 Gold Recipient: Humor

First Snow In The Woods:
A Photographic Fantasy
by Carl R. Sams II and Jean Stoick
Carl R. Sams II Photography
Ages 3 to 8 | $19.95 US
978-0977010868 | Hardcover
The third children’s book
by Carl R. Sams II and
Jean Stoick, titled First
Snow in the Woods, takes
readers on a beautiful
photographic journey
deep into the autumn
woods as the animals of the forest get ready for
the year’s first winter storm. The animals hear
the cries from the great gray owl, who came
down from the far North carrying the warning,
“Winter is coming early this year! Prepare.”
From the very first page, readers will be
fascinated by the exquisite photographs of
wildlife amid a background of vibrant autumn
reds and golds. As an early winter storm forms
in the North, the fuzzy woolly bear caterpillar
is “chew, chew, chewing,” a chipmunk teeters on
a branch munching a tiny red crabapple, and a
delicate green hummingbird prepares for travel
to a tropical garden thousands of miles away.
The story is as enchanting as the captivating
images. Like the authors’ first two books,
Stranger in the Woods and Lost in the Woods,
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gentle lessons of nature are immersed in a
story perfect for children of all ages. “Fall is the
season of change,” explains co-author Jean
Stoick, a former middle school art teacher. “We
wanted to show how each creature prepares for
the winter season in their own way. They must
each follow their own heart song.”

personification, while taking them on
entertaining and inspiring journeys. Share
subtle life lessons and blatant humor with
readers of all ages in this heartwarming tale of
a new family that truly takes the cake.
2008 Silver Recipient: Family Life

“We are really excited with how our third book
turned out,” Sams said. “We hope children will
learn that change—and sometimes fear of
change—is a normal part of life. We all have to
listen to our heart songs.”
2008 Gold Recipient: Animal Kingdom

Freddy Fox
by Ronald Meyer
Natures Beauty Publishing
Ages 3 to 8 | $19.95 US
978-0975470107 | Hardcover

Fish Kisses And Gorilla Hugs
by Marianne Richmond
Marianne Richmond Studios
Ages 4 to 8 | $ 15.95 US
978-1934082-034 | Hardcover
From celebrated author
and artist Marianne
Richmond (I Love You
So!) comes this delightful
story with jump-off-thepage artwork. Ralphie
Mix invents every excuse
to delay his bedtime. His perceptive mom,
however, sees his stalling as her invitation to
engage Ralphie in a silly series of kisses, hugs,
pinches and pokes—all inspired by favorite
animals and each leaving the twosome in a
heap of giggles! Fish Kisses and Gorilla Hugs
inspires a playful, endearing bedtime routine
that leaves kids and grownups looking forward
to tomorrow night!
2008 Gold Recipient: Bedtime Story

Flour Girl
by David Michael Slater
Illustrated by S. G. Brooks
Magic Wagon
Ages 3 to 8 | $18.95 US
978-1602700093 | Hardcover
Sophie and Dad were
cooking along nicely until
he announced he was
going to add a new
ingredient to the family
recipe. He was going to
marry Maggie! When asked to be the flower
girl, Sophie heard “Flour Girl.” Now, Flour Girl
is doing all she can to spoil the new recipe.
Will Dad and Maggie discover a better way to
mix the ingredients before this batch flops?
David Michael Slater’s creative mind brings
forth heroes that teach young readers literary
devices, including themes, idioms, and
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Freddy Fox—the book
that entertains as it
educates. This is a story
about a young fox and
his family. It follows the
daily activities of the
fox kit, Freddy, as he explores his world and
learns his lessons. The story teaches the reader
facts about red foxes, such as: they are born
shades of gray, how their den is built, what
they eat, and their usual family size. Then,
through a simple transition, Freddy’s mother
teaches him lessons using other animals and
traits attributed to them. Freddy learns the
importance of eating a balanced diet from the
bear, to wash his hands before eating from the
raccoon, and to watch where he walks from
the mountain goat, as well as many other
lessons. By learning his lessons well Freddy
will grow up to be a wise fox. All of these
lessons are easily translated into lessons for
young children.
The Freddy Fox story was written with
children of multiple ages in mind. The words
are simple enough for toddlers to understand, while the book also lends itself to
becoming a great early reader for elementary
school children.
Author Ronald Meyer is a renowned wildlife
photographer. As with all of his books, Mr.
Meyer used his vibrant photographs to
illustrate Freddy Fox. The photographs not
only hold the child’s attention, they also help
teach the lessons as the reader turns from page
to page. These photographs are so beautiful
that Ron’s children’s books are often purchased
as coffee table books. This is a wonderful book
for the entire family to share. Freddy Fox has
been called the “the perfect birthday, holiday
or no-special-occasion gift.”
2008 Silver Recipient: Animal Kingdom
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Grammie’s Secret Cupboard
by Cynthia Furlong Reynolds
Illustrated by Bert Dodson
Ann Arbor Media Group
Ages 3 to 8 | $17.95 US
978-1587263101 | Hardcover
Grammie’s house is an
exciting place to visit,
especially if you get to
stay with her all by
yourself! When rain
spoils the plans for a day
at the beach, Grammie
reveals a hidden
cupboard full of special toys to delight any
visiting child. Grammie has the uncanny ability
to look inside a child and see the magic there.
She carefully selects just the right thing for her
granddaughter—a book that will take her on all
the adventures her mind can imagine.
2008 Silver Recipient: Distinctive Illustration

I Can Say That
by Dr. Suzy Lederer
Illustrated by Jenny Loehr
Children’s Publishing
Ages 2 to 8 | $19.95
978-0972580373 | Hardcover w/CD
I Can Say That is a
children’s picture book
designed to encourage the
development of early
language and literacy
skills in all children.
Written by a speechlanguage pathologist with
more than 25 years of
pediatric experience, this book uses evidencebased language learning techniques to facilitate
production of first words, emergent literacy
skills, and early reading in all children. A
companion CD narrates the story in English
and Spanish. It also contains suggestions for
using the book and CD with different
populations and downloadable pictures for
extension activities.
To encourage production of early vocabulary, I
Can Say That uses proven language-learning
techniques including multiple repetitions of each
word by the reader, multiple opportunities for
children to produce each word, sign language,
and positive reinforcement. In addition to
teaching early vocabulary, I Can Say That
teaches important pre-reading skills of rhyming
and print awareness (words set in bubbles in the
book and highlighted on the CD-ROM).
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The author is an Associate Professor and Chair
in the Department of Communication
Sciences & Disorders at Adelphi University.
She is a state licensed and nationally certified
speech-language pathologist.
2008 Gold Recipient: Specialized Concepts /
Developing Language Skills

If You Were My Baby:
A Wildlife Lullaby
by Fran Hodgkins
Illustrated by Laura J. Bryant
Dawn Publications
Ages 4 to 8 | $16.95 US
978-1584690740 | Hardcover
How can a feel-good
children’s bedtime
picture book possibly be
unique? If You Were My
Baby combines the
classic theme of love
between parent and
child with a factual view
of animals. It’s a unique
blend of love-song and non-fiction that
tenderly explores the care that exists between
parent and child—no matter what their species.
This book by Fran Hodgkins was inspired by
three generations of women. Fran’s mother
taught her to love nature, and how to watch
and “really see.” One of Fran’s early memories
is watching for hours as a spider built a web on
her tire swing. Worms, bugs, and a wayward
sparrow chick were part of her life. As a
mother, Fran passed her love of wild things on
to her daughter Rosie, “without even really
thinking about it.” From their backyard in
Lynn, Massachusetts, to the beach, to the
forest, they watch wildlife.
Illustrator Laura J. Bryant, of Mathias, West
Virginia, saw several of the animals portrayed
in If You Were My Baby come very close to her
studio window while she was painting for the
book. Animals that came to her included deer,
fox, ducks, bats, possum, squirrels, skunks, and
even a bear. She intended that her style of art
for the book would help children see their
connection to nature and enhance the feeling
of warmth between parent and child. “I wanted
the design of this book to be simple but
visually luxurious, providing a consistent
thread to the individual poems,” she said.
2008 Gold Recipient: Crossing Generations
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In The Woods Photographic Fantasy Series
by Carl R. Sams II and Jean Stoick
Carl R. Sams II Photography
Ages 3 to 8 | $19.95 US/Each | Hardcover
The third children’s book
by Carl R. Sams II and
Jean Stoick, First Snow in
the Woods takes readers
on a beautiful photographic journey deep
into the autumn woods
as the animals of the forest get ready for the
year’s first winter storm. They hear the cries
from the great gray owl who came down from
the far north carrying the warning, “Winter is
coming early this year! Prepare.”
From the very first page, readers will be
fascinated by the exquisite photographs of
wildlife amid a background of vibrant autumn
reds and golds. As an early winter storm forms
in the north, the fuzzy woolly bear caterpillar
is “chew, chew, chewing”, a chipmunk teeters
on a branch munching a tiny red crabapple, a
delicate green hummingbird prepares for travel
to a tropical garden thousands of miles away.
The story is as enchanting as the captivating
images. Like the authors’ first two books,
Stranger in the Woods and Lost in the Woods,

gentle lessons of nature are immersed in a
story perfect for children of all ages. “Fall is the
season of change,” explains co-author Jean
Stoick, a former middle school art teacher. “We
wanted to show how each creature prepares for
the winter season in their own way. They must
each follow their own heart song.”
“We are really excited with how our third book
turned out,” Sams said. “We hope children will
learn that change—and sometimes fear of
change—is a normal part of life. We all have to
listen to our heart songs.”
2008 Gold Recipient: Illustrated Series

It’s Christmas
by Tina Burke
Kane/Miller Book Publishers
Preschool | $14.95 US
978-1933605449 | Hardcover
It’s that time of year: there
are gifts to wrap, there are
carols to sing, there are
cookies to bake. It’s that
special time of year when
magic happens and we
wait (and wait, and wait)
for one very important guest to arrive.
From the unique talent of Tina Burke comes a
delightful tale about the joy—and the
waiting—that surrounds Christmas.
2008 Silver Recipient: Seasonal,
Holidays & Festivals

John Denver’s Grandma’s Feather Bed
by Christopher Canyon
Dawn Publications
Ages 4 to 8 | $19.95 US
978-1584690955 | Hardcover w/ CD
Upbeat, funny and
irresistibly singable, John
Denver’s rendition of
“Grandma’s Feather Bed”
is a delight for everyone,
young and old alike. Add
high-spirited
illustrations—complete
with the piggy in the bed—and it becomes a
doubly memorable experience. In a newly
released picture book with CD, illustrator
Christopher Canyon captures the wild
exuberance of a childhood visit to Grandma’s
house, while John’s famous song projects a
happy simplicity and wholesomeness. Adults
who first fell in love with this song in their
youth can now happily share it with their own
children and grandchildren.
“Grandma’s Feather Bed” was written by Jim
Connor and adapted by John Denver. Jim is a
renowned banjo player with whom John
enjoyed a 34-year friendship. When John first
heard the song, he said it reminded him of good
times with his paternal Grandma and Grandpa,
who had eleven children, ten of them boys.
John said, “I remember the old family farm in
Oklahoma, a bed full of kids and so many
quilts on top of us that we couldn’t move. I
remember all of the family around the kitchen
table and rooms filled with laughter and
climbing through the rafters in the attic. . . . All
of that and more is captured in this song.”
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As a child, Christopher Canyon was deeply
touched by John Denver’s music. “John’s songs
gave me hope, joy and an unbounded belief in
possibilities,” he says. Christopher is an
award-winning artist, musician and performer
from Columbus, Ohio, dedicated to sharing
the importance of the arts with children,
educators and families.
2008 Silver Recipient: Crossing Generations

Katie Caught A Cold:
A Dr. Hippo Story
by Charlotte Cowan, MD
Illustrated by Katy Bratun
The Hippocratic Press
Ages 3 to 8 | $17.95 US
978-0975351635 | Hardcover
Katie is happily skating
with friends when she
begins to sneeze. She
soon develops a bad
cold. Will she be better
in time for the Ice
Show? Her mother
takes excellent care of Katie at home, checking
in with their pediatrician, Dr. Hippo, when
Katie starts blowing “green stuff ” into her
tissue. Won’t she need antibiotics? Katie needs
to get better—and fast!
Author Dr. Charlotte Cowan empathizes with
children who are feeling miserable with a cold.
She understands about their stuffiness and
sneezing, their fatigue and thirst. In Katie
Caught A Cold, Dr. Cowan illustrates the
comforting care that can help children feel
better and thus reassures both parent and child.
Written in clear question-and-answer format,
the included parent guide offers parents
much-needed advice about how to take care of
their sick children. In this guide, Dr. Cowan
not only addresses the question of appropriate
antibiotic use but also suggests what (if any)
over-the-counter medications might be
helpful. Additionally, she alerts parents to
worrisome symptoms and gives clear guidelines for calling the pediatrician.
2008 Gold Recipient: Health & Safety

Letter Of Love From China
by Bonnie B. Cuzzolino
Illustrated by Jax Bennett
Plum Blossom Books
Ages 3 to 8 | $19.00 US
978-1424302369 | Hardcover
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Why would a Chinese
woman give up her
beloved daughter for
adoption to a foreign
family? One scenario
is beautifully and
poignantly told in Letter of Love from China.
Written from the perspective of the birth
mother, Letter of Love paints a caring and
respectful picture of a child's relinquishment,
depicting the relinquishment for what it is: a
selfless act of love.
Author Bonnie B. Cuzzolino and her husband
adopted Jillian Mei, a beautiful baby girl, from
Hubei, China, when she was 12 months old.
Cuzzolino imagined what her daughter's birth
mother would want to say to Jillian Mei if she
were able to write her a letter. In Letter of Love,
the birth mother tells of her love for her
daughter, explains her reasons for relinquishment, and talks about the beauty of China with
pride as the land of her daughter's birth. She
tells her daughter that her birth family will
always love her and that she will never be
forgotten. The letter ends, “When you start to
wonder about me in your thoughts, my
precious child, just look to the light of the
moon that sets over the world in the night sky,
and there you will see my face, which is the
reflection of your own beautiful face.”
Adoptive parents often struggle with positive
ways to answer questions about their child’s
beginnings in China. Through vivid illustration and clear, simple language, this uplifting
book will help parents answer these questions
and communicate the heartfelt choice that a
birth mother in China makes, as well as the
cultural context behind this decision.
2008 Silver Recipient: Family Life

Logan’s Journey
by Kathy Heath and Karla Martin
Illustrated by Theresa Ornoff
bPlus Books
Ages 3 to 8 | $17.95 US
978-1933982021 | Hardcover
Logan’s Journey is a
heartwarming true
story of how a young
couple and a child
came to be a family
through adoption.
Written with engaging simplicity and reassuring tones, this eloquent narrative introduces
adoption as one way of belonging in a family.
Exquisite fine art illustrations enhance its
timeless message of love and acceptance. A
valuable teaching tool for parents and
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educators, Logan’s Journey will help children
understand that families come in all shapes
and sizes and are created in many different
ways. A gentle reference to God will appeal to
people of every faith. This lovely story will
bring reassurance and a sense of belonging to
all children. Logan’s Journey is recommended
by The Dove Foundation and was recently
earned for the American Bookseller’s Association Booksense Children’s Picks Award.
2008 Gold Recipient: Family Life

Loving Marley
by Donald and Sarah Hassler
Illustrated by Carol Newsom
PugTale Publishing™
Ages 4 to 8 | $14.99 US
978-0976639077 | Hardcover
Loving Marley is the
first in a groundbreaking new series of
children’s picture
storybooks—PugTale
Adventures—that will
help parents and
children understand
how to prepare for the
lifelong commitment
that is needed to be a responsible pet owner.
Loving Marley focuses on humane education,
character education, responsible pet ownership
skills and family values, and instills a good,
solid, moral and humane value system.
Developmental skills addressed are compassion, empathy, fairness, honesty, integrity,
respect and responsibility. Humane educational values—such as teaching children about
animal welfare, how to nurture a pet,
empathize with a pet’s feelings while giving
and receiving unconditional love—are also a
focus of the PugTale Adventures.
For Kurt and Ann and Ben and Justy, it was
love at first sight from the moment they saw
the adorable playful puppy. But were all their
hearts big enough to make a lifelong commitment to add a pet to their family? In Loving
Marley, the Barkers soon learn adopting a pet
is a big responsibility and a decision that, with
patience and love, will lead to a lifetime of fun
and adventures!
PugTale Publishing is dedicated to helping
parents and their children understand that pet
ownership is a lifelong commitment to care for
and love an animal. Loving Marley will delight,
teach, and guide young readers and new pet
owners as they are introduced to the day-byday joys and trials that adopting a family pet
brings. Commitment, responsibility and love
are the cornerstones of pet ownership and the
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the recipe for a lifetime of fun with our animal
companions, whether they are feathered, furry
or finned.
An easy-to-read picture book with captivating
realistic illustrations. Perfect for families as a
read-to or read-alone storybook, for classroom
story hour, instructional lessons using
story-telling, or for instructional use and
institutions promoting pet care.
2008 Gold Recipient: Domestic Animals & Pets

Miss Lily, The Crown And The Dance
by Trudy Bryant
Illustrated by Jacqueline Laurenzana Haltom
Heart Wings Books
Ages 3 to 8 | $15.99 US
978-0615160603 | Hardcover
This children’s
storybook is a
parable-legend set at
Christmastime in an
actual place—Riverside
Park and Zoo in
Independence, Kansas. The story transcends
any geographical boundaries and is truly a
universal story that can be read to children and
read by children and adults. The themes that
are woven through the book are the “common
good,” sharing of gifts, charity toward others,
and a joining of hands to help radiate light into
our world. This storybook speaks to the spirit,
communicating that every human being has
worth and that “everyone should be included in
the dance of life and truly present at its table.”
The animals in the story are bestowed with
human characteristics and personalities so
readers can relate to them—a kind of Narnia.
Miss Lily, the pink swan, and Old Cranberry,
the elderly muscovy duck mentor, are the two
main characters. Miss Lily goes through a
transformation from being self-centered to
serving the other birds on Bird Island.
The last two pages of the book show the golden
light of Heaven and the golden light from
Earth kissing. At the same time, the children’s
colorful birthday candles ignite and blaze from
the sharing act. Unity in the community,
young and old, all races, one shared humanity.
This is the message of Miss Lily, the Crown and
the Dance—love wins.
2008 Silver Recipient: Distinctive Illustration
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Mom And The Polka-Dot Boo-Boo
by Eileen Sutherland
Illustrated by Maggie Sutherland
American Cancer Society
Ages 2 to 6 | $14.95 US
978-0944235874 | Hardcover
When a parent or
grandparent is diagnosed
with cancer, each member
of the family must find a
way to survive and come
to grips with the disease.
The American Cancer
Society offers a new book designed to help
children and families cope with cancer as well
as gain a better understanding of the treatment
process and life post-diagnosis. While young
children may only recognize the side effects,
they certainly can understand that the vibrant
adults they once knew are now challenged by
fatigue and illness, often leaving them unable
to interact in the same way as they did prior to
treatment. Mom and the Polka Dot Boo-Boo
offers hope in an uplifting way.
Mom and the Polka Dot Boo-Boo, by Eileen and
Maggie Sutherland, is a story that explains
breast cancer to children ages 2 through 6.
Starting with the diagnosis and going through
the recovery process, it uses child-friendly
imagery, such as butterflies, to explain what
happens after a cancer diagnosis. A motherdaughter team wrote the book as a way to help
other families that are facing breast cancer.
Incorporating simple explanations of the
disease with a fantasy approach, the book
brings comfort in an imaginative way that
young children understand best.
Ideal for helping parents communicate
age-appropriate information to the youngest
child, these positive messages can also help the
entire family cope when cancer becomes a
personal crisis.
2008 Gold Recipient: Health & Safety

My Imagination
by Katrina Estes-Hill
Illustrated by Alvina Kwong
KRBY Creations
Ages 3 to 8 | $15.95 US
978-0974571560 | Hardcover
Author Katrina
Estes-Hill takes us on a
young girl's imaginary
journey into the outside
world. With her jump
rope in hand, she
creates a friendly water snake named Einstein
and takes a fascinating ride on a unicorn

named Dawn. Readers watch how a child,
using only her imagination, can fill an entire
afternoon with fun and laughter.
Children will be captivated by illustrator
Alvina Kwong's colorful and fun depictions of
a cloud-born unicorn, sherbet rainbows, and
lemon-drop sunshine.
Katrina Estes-Hill, a professional poet and
artist, wanted to create a story that would help
teach children to expand their creative
thinking and to demonstrate that even rainy
afternoons can be full of fun and adventure.
Her published children's stories, "Mary Lou's
Biscuit Bar" and "An Afternoon with Papaw,"
appear in The Cherubic Children's Classic
Storybook and Hopscotch Magazine for Girls.
2008 Gold Recipient: Imagine It!

Nature’s Yucky! 2:
The Desert Southwest
by Lee Ann Landstrom and Karen I. Shragg
Illustrated by Rachel Rogge
Mountain Press Publishing
Ages 5 & Up | $12.00 US
978-0878425297 | Paperback
More “gross stuff that
helps nature work.”
This follow-up to the
disgustingly popular
Nature’s Yucky! takes
young naturalists and
other lovers of foul facts
and icky information on an expedition to the
American Southwest. Nature’s Yucky! 2
introduces readers to sixteen desert creatures
and vividly answers such scintillating scientific
questions as: How does the regal horned lizard
squirt blood from its eyes? Why do dung
beetles eat poop? Why does the piglike javelina
smell like stinky socks? Astonishingly detailed
illustrations capture not just Mother Nature’s
revolting qualities but her stunning beauty.
With its “Eeewww!! That’s YUCKY!” refrain,
the book is especially fun for reading aloud.
Serious scholars will enjoy gathering further
information about each animal in the “More
Fun Facts” section. Those with an appetite for
further yuckiness can use the kid-friendly
recipe for raven-gut upside-down cake or sing
the “Nature’s Yucky!” song. There is also a list
of books and Web sites to encourage further
scientific exploration.
2008 Gold Recipient: Animal Kingdom
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Our Dad Is Getting Better
by Alexander Silver, Emily Silver and
Anna Rose Silver
American Cancer Society
Ages 5 & Up | $14.95 US
978-0944235867 | Hardcover
When a parent is
diagnosed with cancer,
each member of the
family must find a way to
cope and deal with the
disease. A new book
from the American
Cancer Society offers
hope in an uplifting way:
Our Dad Is Getting Better.
Inspired by their mother (a physician and
cancer survivor), Alex (15) , Emily (11) and
Anna Rose (7) Silver wrote and illustrated Our
Dad Is Getting Better as a family project to
celebrate their mother’s success in battling
cancer. The book was an outlet for the children
to share with others experiencing the “new
normal”—life after treatment—and proved to
be a positive step in the whole family’s
recovery process.
Our Dad Is Getting Better, targeted to ages 5
through 12, emphasizes that while there may
be times when a parent with cancer needs to
continue to rest and recuperate, the love is still
there. It also emphasizes that every small step
taken during healing offers an opportunity to
celebrate life and love.
Our Dad Is Getting Better is ideal for helping
young children and the entire family cope
when cancer becomes a personal crisis. The
positive viewpoints in each book give meaning
to all, and make the recovery period a time to
rediscover family and renew the commitment
of supporting each other.
2008 Gold Recipient: Outstanding Child Author(s)

best friend Jenny's biggest, most important
secret—and just like that, Alexandra is in!
When Alexandra realizes what it feels like to
lose her best friend, and sees the hurt she’s
caused, she knows she has to figure out a way
to regain the relationship that’s far more
important to her than being invited to sit with
the popular girls. Our Friendship Rules is both
a lyrical story of forgiveness and a simple,
sweet but instructive tale of how to get along.
The evocative collage paintings of Alissa Imre
Geis bring to life the many layers of friendship
and personality of the girls. The vivid
illustrations capture the sadness of a broken
friendship and the joy of one repaired, and will
resonate with any young person faced with a
similar situation.
Lynn Mikel Brown, co-author of Packaging
Girlhood: Rescuing our Daughters from
Marketers’ Schemes and author of Girlfighting:
Betrayal and Rejection Among Girls, says, "We
all make mistakes. We become better people
when we learn from them. I love this story
because Peggy Moss and Dee Dee Tardif reject
one-dimensional ‘mean girls.’ Instead, they
offer us a real girl who does something she
regrets, who recognizes the sadness, loss, and
hurt she inflicts, and who is granted a great
gift—the joy of knowing a friend’s forgiveness.
This should be a lesson to us all."
2008 Silver Recipient: Developing Social Skills

Our Mom Is Getting Better
by Alexander Silver, Emily Silver and
Anna Rose Silver
American Cancer Society
Ages 5 & Up | $14.95 US
978-0944235850 | Hardcover

Our Friendship Rules
by Peggy Moss and Dee Dee Tardif
Illustrated by Alissa Imre Geis
Tilbury House Publishers
Ages 5 & Up | $16.95 US
978-0884482918 | Hardcover

When a parent is
diagnosed with cancer,
each member of the
family must find a way to
cope and deal with the
disease. A new book
from the American
Cancer Society offers
hope in an uplifting way:
Our Mom Is Getting Better.

Alexandra and Jenny
have been best friends for
a long time. But when
Alexandra is momentarily dazzled by the
glamour of a new girl at
school, she’s willing to do
almost anything to get to
be the cool girl’s friend. Ultimately, she tells her

Inspired by their mother (a physician and cancer
survivor), Alex (15) , Emily (11) and Anna Rose
(7) Silver wrote and illustrated Our Mom Is
Getting Better as a family project to celebrate
their mother’s success in battling cancer. The
book was an outlet for the children to share with
others experiencing the “new normal”—life after
treatment—and proved to be a positive step in
the whole family’s recovery process.
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Our Mom Is Getting Better, targeted to ages 5
through 12, emphasizes that while there may
be times when a parent with cancer needs to
continue to rest and recuperate, the love is still
there. It also emphasizes that every small step
taken during healing offers an opportunity to
celebrate life and love.
Our Mom Is Getting Better is ideal for helping
young children and the entire family cope
when cancer becomes a personal crisis. The
positive viewpoints in each book give meaning
to all, and make the recovery period a time to
rediscover family and renew the commitment
of supporting each other.
2008 Gold Recipient: Inspirational /
Motivational

Over In The Jungle:
A Rainforest Rhyme
by Marianne Berkes
Illustrated by Jeanette Canyon
Dawn Publications
Ages 4 to 8 | $16.95 US
978-1584690917 | Hardcover
It takes special art and a
special story to match
the powerful energy of
a rainforest. And if the
book is for young
children, it needs an
extra boost. After all,
this is where ocelots “pounce,” marmosets
“swing,” poison dart frogs “hop” and boa
constrictors “squeeze.”
Over in the Jungle: A Rainforest Rhyme is
wonderfully successful at rising to the
challenge by combining music, counting and
remarkable art to present some of the most
compelling animals of the tropical rainforest.
Author Marianne Berkes of Hobe Sound,
Florida, adapts the whimsical classic song
“Over in the Meadow” to bring both a
counting element and a musical element to the
rainforest habitat. And on a “Tips from the
Author” page, she tells teachers and parents
how to lead children in body movements that
mimic the animals. What fun! Berkes is a
former teacher, librarian, and children’s theater
director.
Illustrator Jeanette Canyon of Columbus,
Ohio, brings truly remarkable talent to the
book: each page is meticulously assembled as
relief art from polymer clay, then photographed. The result is compellingly vibrant,
almost tactile, and brings a remarkable
dimensionality to the subject.
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“Polymer clay,” says Canyon, “is a wonderful,
friendly, pliable and colorful media for both
children and adults to work with. As a fine
artist, I love to create art with an array of colors,
patterns and textures, and to make things with
my hands—just as children do!” She uses a
variety of common kitchen implements,
including a pasta machine, food processors,
cake decorating tools and other shaping
utensils. After the colorful clay is rolled, sliced
and diced, it is carefully pieced together.
2008 Gold Recipient: Green Earth

Pacifiers Are Not Forever
by Elizabeth Verdick
Illustrated by Marieka Heinlen
Free Spirit Publishing
Baby to Preschool | $7.95 US
978-1575422572 | Board Book
For many young
children, giving up the
pacifier is a major
milestone. This board
book offers warm,
comforting words and
pictures to ease the
transition and make it
a positive experience for kids and grown-ups
alike. The focus is on minimizing stress and
drama, dealing with feelings of loss and
frustration, finding fun things to do without a
pacifier, and finally being pacifier-free. Includes
helpful tips for parents.
2008 Gold Recipient: Growing Up

Pardon Me. It’s Ham, Not Turkey.
by Lisa Suhay
Illustrated by Pamela Barcita
Bumble Bee Publishing
Ages 3 to 8 | $17.95 US
978-1933982014 | Hardcover
It’s mystery and
intrigue at the White
House! Why would an
American President
pardon a turkey? How
did the turkey become
the symbol of
Thanksgiving? As a
young student searches for answers, he
discovers that the history of the first Thanksgiving isn’t quite as expected. The tale unfolds
in delightful fashion in the children’s picture
book Pardon Me. It’s Ham, Not Turkey. Pardon
Me teaches children about the true first
Thanksgiving, not the version many textbooks
relate. With its charming, whimsical illustrations, Pardon Me is a delightful interweaving of
fact and conjecture that provides a thoroughly
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enjoyable history lesson for all ages. This
engaging little book was introduced as part of
the PigPardon Campaign and the FirstThanksgiving Initiative that garnered significant
media attention, won the support of US
legislators, and caught the eye of President Bush.
2008 Silver Recipient: Seasonal,
Holidays & Festivals

Priscilla McDoodleNutDoodleMcMae
Asks “Why?”
by Janet Mary Sinke
Illustrated by Craig Pennington
My Grandma And Me Publishers
Ages 3 to 8 | $19.95 US
978-0974273280 | Hardcover
Janet Sinke, awardwinning author of the
Grandma Janet Mary
Series, is a three-time
recipient of the
prestigious Ben
Franklin Award. Her stories have touched the
hearts and minds of all ages. Now, a different
kind of story emerges from the pen of this
talented author. Inspired by the 30,000 school
age children, teachers and school staff she has
addressed, Priscilla McDoodleNutDoodleMcMae Asks “Why?” is regarded by many to be
Sinke’s best work yet. The story focuses on the
power of one small voice who dares to
challenge two kings. The book is filled with
meaning both in the written word and in the
illustrations. The story is meant to unify and
promote the idea that each of us has a unique
inner goodness, gifts meant to be recognized
and celebrated. We can make a difference, we
can change the world. It starts in this place, in
each heart, in this moment.
Why in this book are some pictures all gray?
Why does Priscilla seem fearful today?
Why does she cover the hair on her head?
Why, you may ask, does King Norman love red?

R Is For Rhyme:
A Poetry Alphabet
by Judy Young
Illustrated by Victor Juhasz
Sleeping Bear Press
Ages 4 to 8 | $17.95
978-1585362400 | Hardcover
In R is for Rhyme: A
Poetry Alphabet, author
and poet Judy Young
has written a delightful
collection of poems to
illustrate poetic tools,
terms, and techniques.
Using the alphabet as a backdrop, poetic
styles—from acrostics and ballads to sonnets
and villanelles—are explained in simple
expository text. Poetic terms such as meter and
metaphor are defined in easy-to- omprehend
language. Each term or technique is demonstrated in an accompanying poem so readers
can see the method at work.
“A poet uses many tools
to build a house of words.
To say the things the poet wants
to be both read and heard.”
Jaunty, colorful illustrations by artist Victor
Juhasz, the illustrator of D is for Democracy: A
Citizen’s Alphabet and Z is for Zeus: A Greek
Mythology Alphabet, vividly bring the poems’
subjects to life. Readers of all ages will enjoy
the humor and appreciate the beauty expressed
in these original compositions. Budding poets
will be inspired to put pen to paper. And book
lovers everywhere will find R is for Rhyme a
delightful addition to their libraries.
2008 Gold Recipient: Poetry, Distinctive
Illustration and Educators’ Choice

Why does King Wynthor like hair that is blue?
Why does he think he’s much better than you?
Why should the fate of this one, tiny moon
Depend on Priscilla and one blue baboon?
Now enter the story. The answers are there.
Just open your minds to all colors of hair.
Then, learn in the end how one moon in the sky
Discovers the answer to one simple “Why?”
2008 Gold Recipient: Developing Social Skills
and People’s Choice
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Rainbow Rhino
by Fox Carlton Hughes
Ovation Books
Ages 3 to 8 | $16.95 US
978-0979027536 | Hardcover
Little Homer the
rhinoceros has a big
problem—his tusk! It's
too big! The kids at
school tease him about
it so much that he just
plays by himself most
of the time.
One day, Homer sets out to visit Mr. Rainbow,
but finds him in serious trouble. Homer must
find a way to help him, or he will be lost from
the sky forever.
Fox Carlton Hughes claims that writing has
always been trying to sneak into his daily
activities. Even when teaching art, illustrating
books for Disney Studios, making models on
The Gumby Show, or touring as a jazz
guitarist/singer, he was always jotting down
poems and limericks. He received an award
from Writer's Digest for one of his fairy tales,
The Dissatisfied Witch, which is soon to be in
print. His inspirational book, The EDUCATS, a
teaching aid for teachers and home school
parents, is used across the US.
2008 Silver Recipient: Developing Social Skills

Sing Along With Abuelita Rosa
by Baby Abuelita Productions
Ages Baby to 8 | $10.99 US
AB75126 | Musical Board Book
Sing along with Abuelita
Rosa and her friends!
This hardcover musical
book, featuring five songs
on hard board pages, is
durable for children as
young as 18 months.
Simply press a picture
key and sing along with
the songs. This unique
musical book will teach a new generation the
joys of Hispanic musical heritage. The book
contains the lyrics of the song in Spanish, as
well as an English translation.
2008 Silver Recipient: Bilingual
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The Adventures Of Pelican Pete Series
by Hugh and Frances Keiser
Sagaponack Books
Ages 3 to 8 | $15.00 - $17.00 US/Each | Hardcover
The ocean's a
wonderful place to be.
But what would
happen if that weren't
so? Read an entertaining Pelican Pete story
to your children and
grandchildren while
teaching a lesson to
aid our wildlife and
environment. In this
delightful journey into
the world of nature,
curious young Pete
must learn to fly, fish,
and never give up.
Endorsed by educators
and wildlife experts,
the Pelican Pete series
is a means to help
educate young
children (and those
who read to them) on
ways to aid our
wildlife and environment in an entertaining format.
Vivid full-color
illustrations, flowing
narrative, and accurate
information make this
book popular with
children, parents, and
educators alike. A "Did
You Know?" page of
facts follows the story
to foster further
discussions, and the
"To Learn More" page lists resources for
additional information.
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The Curious Polka~Dot Present
by Cheri L. Hallwood
Illustrated by Patricia M. Rose
Forever Young Publishers
Ages 4 to 8 | $16.99 US
978-0977442218 | Hardcover
The Curious Polka~Dot
Present is a wonderful,
heart-warming story
that will remind all
readers of the
excitement every child
feels when they know
their “Special Day” is
fast approaching. Readers will feel the
anticipation grow as a little girl anxiously waits
for a special package to come by mail. When
the mysterious package arrives for her birthday,
she can’t imagine who might have sent such a
curious-looking and colorful present. Share in
her delight as she soon discovers that the gift
inside is something handmade by someone
very dear to her...her grandma.
2008 Silver Recipient: Crossing Generations

The Fairy Chronicles:
Firefly and the Quest of the Black Squirrel
by J. H. Sweet
Illustrated by Tara Larsen Chang
Sourcebooks Jabberwocky
Ages 7 to 9 | $6.99 US
978-1402208751 | Paperback
Inside you is the power
to do anything.
What if you discovered
you had magical fairy
powers? Meet the girls
of The Fairy Chronicles
—otherwise normal
girls with special gifts.
Their extraordinary
adventures will change
the world!

At Sagaponak Books, our mission is to help
protect Earth's natural beauty, habitats, and
wildlife for continuing generations by helping
children to know and understand the natural
world around them, to enjoy and appreciate its
workings, and thereby to create a desire to
protect it.

Magic surrounds us, though we can’t always
see it. Gnomes add color to the plants in our
gardens, doves deliver our good dreams,
gremlins occasionally break our things, and
Mother Nature keeps the balance between the
light and the dark. But just because you can’t
see something doesn’t mean it can’t hurt you.

The Adventures Of Pelican Pete Series includes
the following books: A Bird Is Born, Preening
For Flight, First Discoveries and Annie The
River Otter.
2008 Silver Recipient: Illustrated Series

Luckily, Mother Nature has blessed some
otherwise ordinary girls with an extraordinary
gift: in addition to being girls, they have been
granted a fairy spirit, each one as unique and
beautiful as the girls themselves, each as wild
and powerful as their counterparts in nature.
Watch Dragonfly zoom by with the speed of
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her namesake, or witness Firefly using the
incredible light that shines within her. Each
fairy spirit is a powerful gift granting the girls
who use them the ability to do amazing feats.
But with power comes responsibility, and the
fairies might have the hardest of job of all: to
protect Mother Nature and us, even though we
didn’t even know they existed. Until now…
2008 Gold Recipient: Distinctive Illustration

The Frog Prince
by The Brothers Grimm
as retold by Kathy-Jo Wargin
Illustrated by Anne Yvonne Gilbert
Ann Arbor Media Group
Ages 3 to 8 | $18.95 US
978-1587262791 | Hardcover
This tale of a spoiled
princess finding her
handsome prince by
breaking a witch’s spell
has enchanted readers
since it was written in
the early 1800s by the
Brothers Grimm.
Children will delight in
the distaste of the princess as she shares her
meal and bed with the slimy green frog. With
richly elegant illustrations, Anne Yvonne
Gilbert brings Kathy-Jo Wargin’s retelling of
the classic to a new generation of readers.
2008 Gold Recipient: Distinguished Illustration

The Gift Of An Angel:
For Parents Welcoming A New Child
by Marianne Richmond
Marianne Richmond Studios
All Ages | $17.95 US
978-1934082126 | Hardcover w/ CD
From celebrated author
and artist Marianne
Richmond (I Love You
So...) comes this
beloved modern-day
classic, The Gift of an
Angel. Poetic prose and
beautiful artwork
recount the blessed
moments before a baby’s birth when God
chooses a most special gift—a gentle-hearted
angel—for His miracle of creation.
2008 Gold Recipient: Religion & Spirituality
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The Leaping Grasshopper
by Jeanne Archambault
Illustrated by Dwight Smith
Jitterbug Books
Ages 3 to 8 | $15.95 US
978-0976303121 | Hardcover
Grasshopper spends a
lot of his time…leaping!
He encounters many
critters along his way
and never pays much
attention to them.
When he sees a big
black cat, he realizes he
may be in trouble and
has to figure a way out of his dilemma.
This story is written in delightful rhyme and
the illustrations are in bright eye-catching
colors. Children find the critters very appealing as they come alive on each and every page.
2008 Silver Recipient: Adventure

The New Place:
Featuring Sticman & The Kastle Kids
by Clabe Thomas
Illustrated by Luis D. "Luigi" Maldonado
Empty Harbor Productions
Ages 3 to 8 | $16.95 US
978-0979069901 | Hardcover
While at their new
playhouse, five young
friends argue and
become angry when
trying to decide on a
name for the place. They
all go home declaring
they’ll never come back.
The next day, inspired by
Ruth’s make-believe friend, Sticman, Johnny
decides to call everyone to meet again at their
playhouse. Upon returning there, the kids
begin to discuss how they feel and what really
seems important to them. From this interaction, they decide their friendship is more
important than any one of them having his or
her own way. The book concludes with the
kids joyfully making the decision to use the
name that had been suggested throughout the
story by the youngest child, Ruth.
This interactive picture book contains two
activities. One develops observation skills by
asking the reader to find the heart that is
embedded in each illustration. The other
activity is a page of thumbnail images showing
some parts of the book’s illustrations. The child
is challenged to locate them throughout the
book. While the text helps to develop reading

skills, an equally important benefit is the
discussions that occur between the young
reader and a parent regarding their own
feelings in everyday situations.
2008 Silver Recipient: Growing Up

The Patched Heart:
A Gift Of Friendship And Caring
by H. E. Stewart
Tudor House Press
Ages 4 to 8 | $19.95 CAD
978-0969385257 | Hardcover
This is the story of a
brave puppy whose
delight in life contributes to his own healing.
It is a tale of going to
the hospital to get well.
It is also a tale of
friendship and its
power to heal, and of
community and the importance of each one
helping in their own way.
The whimsical and endearing characters of the
book include Beardie puppies, Drs. Elephant
and Giraffe, Mother Goose, and many other
friends and helpers. This is not only a
comforting book for a sick child, but also a
story to help in understanding illness or other
disabilities and in learning the importance of
empathy and the importance of contributing in
whatever way possible. Says Dr. Allen M.
Schoen, DVM , "I believe dogs can be both
teachers and healers. The dogs of this story
offer comfort to the sick and insights about
healing to all other kindred spirits."
2008 Gold Recipient: Philanthropic (Benefits
CanAssit – for children with special needs)

The Playdate Kids:
Island Potty Party
by Tim Friedlander
Illustrated by W. M. Edwards
Playdate Kids
Preschool | $14.95 US
978-1933721156 | Hardcover w/CD
Aloha, Potty People!
The Playdate Kids and
their Caketown friends
have a rockin’
sing-along adventure
sure to put a giggle and
a wiggle into every
child. Musically
motivate toddlers to get out of their diapers
and onto the toilet seat by taking them to the
hula-dancing Island Potty Party, where
everyone uses the potty!
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Trust the Playdate Kids to balance the how-to
of toilet training with a bouncing island beat
that will have children begging to have a potty
party of their own. The captivating rhythms
will cause toe tapping and finger snapping in
adults and children alike. The accompanying
CD and sheet music ensure that the fun can
continue at home, in the car…anywhere!
Parents, teachers and professionals all have
glowing reviews of the Playdate Series:
“…a must for all parents and teachers of young
children. They are filled with just the perfect
elements that children need.” - Dr. Michele
Linden, Professor of Human Development,
California State University
“I know the difficulty in potty training
boys—something like this might really help.
It’ll give the child some confidence as well as
entertain them.” - Potty Training Boys Blog,
HarpersDad, blogger.com
“Accompanying sheet music, audio CD, and
the kid-friendly diagram on where your poop
comes from are sure to help reinforce the
lessons from the book and hopefully make
your journey through potty training a
stress-free experience.” - Mommy Matters,
online web group, professional review
This restroom romp is winning over reluctant
children coast to coast, and aids parents in
their goal of raising happy, healthy, welladjusted children in a fun way, an entertaining
way, the Playdate way!
2008 Gold Recipient: Growing Up

The Rainforest Grew All Around
by Susan K. Mitchell
Illustrated by Connie McLennan
Sylvan Dell Publishing
Ages 4 to 8 | $15.95 US
978-0976882367 | Hardcover
Imaginations soar from
the forest floor, up
through the canopy and
back down again,
following the rainforest
circle of life in this
clever adaptation of the
song “The Green Grass
Grew All Around.”
Young readers will search each page to find
unique rainforest bugs and butterflies hidden
in the illustrations, and delve deeper into the
jungle with educational sidebars.
Written by Susan K. Mitchell and illustrated by
Connie McLennan, The Rainforest Grew All
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Around has won one of Learning® magazine’s
2008 Teachers’ Choice Awards for Children’s
Books and a NAPPA Honors. The book is also
endorsed by the Rainforest Alliance. The last
three pages feature a “For Creative Minds”
educational section with fun facts, a seed
dispersal matching activity and even a recipe
for “Rainforest Cookies.” More activities—such
as “Teaching Activities,” “Learning Links,” an
audio reading and interactive quizzes—are
available for free at SylvanDellPublishing.com.
2008 Silver Recipient: Green Earth

The Runaway Garden
by Jeffery L. Schatzer
Illustrated by Jeffrey Ebbeler
Ann Arbor Media Group
Ages 3 to 8 | $17.95 US
978-1587264368 | Hardcover
A delicious story that’s
good for you, too!
What made the snap
beans snap? How did
the berries get into a
jam? What happened
to the cauliflower’s
head? Read along as
Grandpa spins a tale
about the night that all the plants in the garden
get up and run away. At first they think
running away is fun, but it isn’t long before
things go terribly wrong.
2008 Gold Recipient: Values & Life Lessons

The Sleep Fairy
by Janie Peterson and Macy Peterson
Illustrated by Shawn Newlun
Behave'n Kids Press
Ages 3 to 8 | $16.95 US
978-0971440500 | Hardcover
The Sleep Fairy is good
parenting advice cleverly
disguised as a children’s
picture book. Authored
by Janie Peterson,
(founder of Behave’n
Day Centers), this book illustrates and teaches
a method to reinforce good behavior in
children when it comes to bedtime, by giving
them a small reward; but only after the child
follows the bedtime rules.

R o l l

teeth and getting into their pajamas, the girls
climb into bed, only to get up again minutes
later—Molly asking for a glass of water and
Katie wanting another good-night kiss. “Go
back to bed!” their parents tell them.
Then, on one special night, their parents read
them a story about the Sleep Fairy. Her poem
promises that if children are “still and quiet”
and “stay in bed,” she will leave a surprise under
their pillows for the morning. That night the
girls do not stir, and the family rests peacefully.
When Molly and Katie wake up the following
morning , they look under their pillows to find
their rewards: “a shiny new red ribbon” for
Molly’s hair and a “tiny, lovable doll” for Katie.
Each night, from then on, their parents read
them The Sleep Fairy. And every night, the girls
stay in bed, resting quietly, until morning.
With colorful pictures, a fun story that kids
can relate to, and a positive message, The Sleep
Fairy is bound to become a family favorite.
2008 Silver Recipient: Growing Up

The Snowman’s Song:
A Christmas Story
by Marilee Joy Mayfield
Illustrated by Tracy La Rue Hohn
Leaping Antelope Productions
Ages 3 to 8 | $19.95 US
978-1933982069 | Hardcover with CD
The Snowman’s Song is
an enchanting tale of
longing and
fulfillment. A little
snowman yearns to
sing Christmas carols,
but is desolate because
he hasn’t a voice. From
the kindness of others, he dares to believe in
the impossible and experiences a Christmas
miracle. Beautifully told in melodic verse, this
inspirational story shows that impossible
dreams do come true and reminds us of the
true “reason for the season.” This heartwarming story is a multimedia experience—a bonus
CD contains a reading of the entire story told
in the author’s voice, sure to transport rapt
young listeners to the snowman’s winter
wonderland.
2008 Gold Recipient: Seasonal,
Holidays & Festivals

Getting children to go to bed and stay there
during the night can be a challenging and
frustrating task for many parents. This is when
The Sleep Fairy becomes a useful resource,
telling the tale of Molly and Katie and their
struggle to stay in bed at night. After their
bedtime routine, including brushing their
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Who’s Hiding?
by Satoru Onishi
Kane/Miller Book Publishers
Preschool | $14.95 US
978-1933605241 | Hardcover
Who’s hiding? Who’s
crying? Who’s
backwards? Look
carefully! Is it dog, tiger,
hippo, zebra, bear,
reindeer, kangaroo,
lion, rabbit, giraffe,
monkey, bull, rhino,
pig, sheep, hen,
elephant, or cat? Can you tell? Look again...18
fun-loving animals can be found on each
question-posing page, sending readers into an
up-close, attention-to-detail discovery.
2008 Gold Recipient: Basic Concepts

Why is Cory Brown?
by Michelle Jestice
Priority Publishing Company
Ages 3 to 8 | $12.95 US
978-0975474921 | Hardcover
Why is Cory Brown?,
written and illustrated
by Michelle Jestice,
explores the physical
differences between
people. Curious young
Thomas asks his
mother about his
friend’s skin color. She
answers through
metaphor, drawing a comparison between
people and nature. This story, an exchange
between mother and child, transcends racial
boundaries and focuses on the importance of
listening and responding to children with truth
and simple explanation.
The story, which had been brewing for about 12
years, began to take shape after Jestice’s research
in children’s literature for a book explaining
racial and ethnic diversity. That research led to
further readings of African-American
literature. She could not find one book that
answered this question in a direct way.
When asked how she felt the AfricanAmerican community would respond to the
book, she replied, “I have had several opportunities for individual feedback, and the
confirmation that God continues to give me
through others are stories in themselves.”
Jestice states, “This story is personal to me. I
have four children and each of them at some
point has asked me this question.” As a
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military family, the Jestices have lived in
culturally integrated neighborhoods across the
country. “If my children are asking this
question, I am sure others are, too.”
2008 Silver Recipient: Growing Up

Yesterday We Had A Hurricane
(Ayer Tuvimos Un Huracán)
by Deirdre Mercier
Bumble Bee Publishing
Ages 3 to 8 | $17.95 US
978-0975434291 | Hardcover
As seen on C-Span
and the Discovery
Channel, it’s the little
book that’s making
big waves. School
Library Journal® calls
Hurricane “a
perfect-pitch
description of a bad
storm. The story takes readers from the
turbulent moments of high winds and heavy
rains through the aftermath of power outages
and cleanup. It honestly represents a child’s fears
about the fury of nature but is quick to offer the
reassurance of a mother’s embrace and peanut
butter and jelly sandwiches. The stylish
illustrations consist of collages in bold colors
and fabric swatches. Both the English and
Spanish texts are easy to read and child friendly.”

Book 1 is on the subject of Table Tips. What
makes for good table manners? What if you
can’t find the answer anywhere? You will
always be able to show good manners if you
ask yourself this question: “Is what I am doing
considerate of the people and circumstances
around me?”
Book 2 is about Party Pointers. Taking good
manners with you to parties and places is always
welcome. People who are polite guests are nice
to have around. Come along through these
pages and see how many of these social
manners you have used. With all of you working
together as the Considerate Crew, our world is
going to be filled with well-mannered, awesome
kids. Let’s take a look at how you can be the
“social star” that everyone wants to have along.
Book 3 speaks to Tactful Tips. There are times
when something happens, and a person just
does not know what to say. It could be because
they are scared, sad, embarrassed, angry, or
uncomfortable for some reason. If so, they
freeze up and don’t say anything at all. Often,
saying the right words helps everyone feel better.
What do you say when you don’t know how to
say it? Being tactful means telling someone how
you feel while still being truthful and kind, and
without making anyone wrong. It makes the
world a considerate and peaceful place.
2008 Gold Recipient: Illustrated Series

Children’s Bookwatch states that Hurricane is
“strongly recommended for all children,
teachers and parents!” Hurricane has garnered
several honors, including the Moonbeam
Award, and was named a Bank Street Best Book
and a Children’s Book Top Pick by
About.com—a top-10 web resource as rated by
the Nielsen NetRatings.
2008 Silver Recipient: Bilingual

You’ve Got Manners! Series
by Louise Elerding, AICI, CIP
Grandy Publications
Ages 3 to 8 | $15.95 US/Each | Hardcover
The You’ve Got
Manners! book series
is here to spread the
word, planet-wide,
about the value and
benefits of having
good manners—for
kids of ALL ages (3 to 93!).
These books are written in the voices of Polly
Politely and Milton Manners—“spokes kids”
for the Polite Team of the World.
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Juvenile Level 1 (Ages 5 to 8)
Annie Books Series
by Michelle Fattig
Illustrated by Josh Fattig
Flower by the Water Publishing
Ages 5 to 8 | $7.99 to $10.99 US/Each |
Paperback
Experience Attention
Deficit Disorder
through the eyes of a
child. Annie Books are
wonderful, nonthreatening stories that
introduce the topic of
distractibility and
attention deficits to
children and introduce
social skills training.
Author Michelle Fattig is a school psychologist,
medical technologist and mother who has
first-hand experience with ADHD/ADD and
Asperger’s Syndrome (one of several autism
spectrum disorders). Undiagnosed for much of
her young life, Michelle began to believe she
was “stupid” by the time she reached her
sophomore year. Shortly after graduation, she
joined the Air Force. It was during her service
in the military that she began to realize she
could be a learner, and she found enjoyment in
the pursuit of education.
Fattig’s goal in creating the Annie Books was to
make a meaningful and lasting difference in
the lives of children and their parents. The
books are written, edited and illustrated by
individuals that have been diagnosed with AS
and/or ADHD/ADD. The Annie Books are
often described as “Juni B. meets ADD,” and
offer a glimpse into a world that is largely
misunderstood. These easy-to-read, enjoyable
stories have proven to be valuable tools for
educators, mental health professionals and
medical professionals. The Annie Books
wonderfully illustrate the creative mind,
frustrating experiences, and hopeful possibilities of one who has AS and/or ADHD/ADD.

Books in this series: A Windy Day With Annie,
Bully-Be-Gone With Annie, and Calming The
Stormy Days With Annie.
2008 Gold Recipient: Series
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Country Kids
by Trina Trimm
Illustrated by Eugene Angelone
Trafford Publishing
Ages 5 to 8 | $9.37 US
978-1425114442 | Paperback
Trina Trimm, an
award-winning veteran
educator and recently
retired school principal,
brings you this
wonderful story about
children living in the
country. Meet the
Country Kids in their
first book of fun-filled
adventures tracking
deer, playing in the woods, swimming with the
fish, and exploring all that nature has to offer.
Allie and Valerie are best friends forever, and
they love to hang out in the "No Boys Allowed"
clubhouse. Tyler and Ryan just can't help
it...they have to try to break that rule! As for
Allie's little sister Courtney, she is always
finding herself in a tricky situation, even when
she doesn't mean to!
Included at the end of each chapter is a
"Learning Link" page, so that families, teachers
and children can have fun doing math, science,
art and reading activities based on the Country
Kids' adventures in that chapter. These
suggested activities are designed to be fun, at
no cost or low cost, so that family members
can help children grow academically and
reinforce what their child needs to know.
Country Kids will appeal to the emerging
reader, the girl or boy aged four to eight who is
beginning to read independently, likes to listen
to stories about other children, and likes to
participate in hands-on activities.
Use your imagination, and let the Country Kids
help your children learn.
"...If educators are truly committed to engaging
students and sharing high expectations for
learning, then they must teach parents how
they too may become engaged in the learning
process.…Thanks for your continued passion
and commitment to education..."
Senator Ken Pruitt, President
The Florida Senate 2007
2008 Gold Recipient: Fiction

Dance In A Buffalo Skull
by Zitkala-Ša
Illustrated by S. D. Nelson
South Dakota State Historical Society Press
Ages 8 & Up | $14.95 US
978-0977795529 | Hardcover

R o l l

Dance in a Buffalo Skull
is a tale of late-night
frolics, danger, and
survival on the prairie.
Join tiny field mice for a
great feast and dance
inside an old buffalo
skull. Out of the dark,
two fiery eyes glide
through the prairie grass, drawing closer to the
mice who are oblivious in their merrymaking.
What happens next reveals as much about the
mice as it does about their unexpected guest.
This “Prairie Tale” recreates a world in
miniature, with elements of classic fairy tales
and traditional fables, and its messages still
resonate today. A traditional Native American
story passed orally from generation to
generation, it was translated into English and
written down by Zitkala-Ša in 1901.
Contemporary Lakota artist S. D. Nelson has
created vibrant pictures that add drama to the
story. He fuses traditional Lakota Indian styles
with modern interpretations to provide visual
clues to the ancient words.
Zitkala-Ša, who was also known as Gertrude
Simmons Bonnin, was born on the Yankton
Sioux Indian Reservation in 1876. Her works
include Old Indian Legends and American
Indian Stories.
S. D. Nelson is a member of the Standing Rock
Sioux Tribe. He is the author and illustrator of
numerous award-winning children's books.
2008 Gold Recipient: Fantasy, Myths & Legends
also Most Outstanding Children’s Book

The Elephants Visit London
by Beverly Eschberger
Illustrated by Jim Gower
Artemesia Publishing
Ages 5 to 8 | $3.99 US
978-1932926309 | Paperback
Visit London with the
Elephant family. Fun is
in store as twins Harold
and Penelope travel from
Africa with their parents.
Join the adventure as the
family tiptoes through
historic buildings, rides
the Underground, and
enjoys traditional
English food. But when
Harold and Penelope disappear from the
Natural History Museum, the detectives from
Scotland Yard are called in to solve the case!
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Children will love the fun adventure that Harold
and Penelope have exploring London and making
new friends. Parents will love The Elephants Visit
London because it is family-friendly.
Beverly Eschberger makes learning about travel
and culture a fun adventure for the entire family!
This book makes the idea of international travel
accessible to children.
Eschberger enjoys writing books she would have
liked to read as a child. These books include the
Elephant Family Adventure series and several
other books that are soon to be published. Her
second Elephant Family Adventure book, The
Elephants Tour England, will be published in
2008. Ms. Eschberger lives in New Mexico, with
her husband and her son Christopher.
The Midwest Book Review says, “The Elephants
Visit London is a delightful and inexpensive treat
for young readers…fun to read in its own right
and especially recommended to help prepare
young people for the culture shock of visiting
London and England.”
2008 Silver Recipient: Fiction

Juvenile Level 2 (Ages 9 to 12)
Admiral Wright’s Heroical Storicals:
Daniel Boone And The Battle Of Boonesborough
by Annie Winston
Sonship Press
Ages 9 to 12 | $12.99 US
978-0977953547 | Hardcover
Willie Venturely can’t
stand learning about
history and its heroes,
can’t stand listening to his
boring teacher, can’t stand
being around his
bothersome twin sister,
Tillie, and most of all he
can’t stand going to the
library and doing research.
But something new and wonderful is ahead for
Willie when he stumbles upon a mysterious
compass. This unusual device draws Willie and
Tillie into the wacky, wonder-filled world of
quirky time travelers Admiral Wright and
Captain Perry Parrot. The Admiral and Captain
fly in a Shiny Shiny Silver Ship around the world
and universe to search for collectibles and clues
into the truth about heroes from history. Willie
and Tillie learn all about Heroical Storicals and
what it means to be a hero by discovering the
amazing courage of Daniel Boone in the Battle of
Boonesborough. The twins are baffled and
intrigued by a most unique word: Heroical-
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Storical-Observicorical-Researchorical-Scientifical-Mate. However, they are delighted to
discover its significance (besides being a very
difficult word to pronounce). But most importantly, Willie conquers his fear, Tillie learns that
others count, especially her brother, and together
they gain a new vision for learning, growing,
discovery and adventure!
2008 Silver Recipient: Historical Fiction

Annie Books Series
by Michelle Fattig
Illustrated by Josh Fattig
Flower by the Water Publishing
Ages 9 to 12 | $14.99 US/Each | Paperback
Experience Attention Deficits Disorder
through the eyes of a child. Annie Books are
wonderful, non-threatening stories that
introduce the topic of distractibility and
attention deficits to children and introduce
social skills training.
Author Michelle Fattig is a school psychologist,
medical technologist and mother who has
first-hand experience with ADHD/ADD and
Asperger’s Syndrome (one of several autism
spectrum disorders). Undiagnosed for much of
her young life, Michelle began to believe she
was “stupid” by the time she reached her
sophomore year. Shortly after graduation, she
joined the Air Force. It was during her service
in the military that she began to realize she
could be a learner, and she found enjoyment in
the pursuit of education.
Fattig’s goal in creating the Annie Books was to
make a meaningful and lasting difference in
the lives of children and their parents. The
books are written, edited and illustrated by
individuals that have been diagnosed with AS
and/or ADHD/ADD. The Annie Books are
often described as “Juni B. meets ADD,” and
offer a glimpse into a world that is largely
misunderstood. These easy-to-read, enjoyable
stories have proven to be valuable tools for
educators, mental health professionals and
medical professionals. The Annie Books
wonderfully illustrate the creative mind,
frustrating experiences, and hopeful possibilities of one who has AS and/or ADHD/ADD.

Books in this series: A Prairie Day With Annie
and Viva Le Resistance!
2008 Gold Recipient: Series

Be The Boss Of Your Body™ Kits
by Timothy Culbert and Rebecca Kajander
Free Spirit Publishing
Ages 9 to 12 | $19.95 US
978-1575422756 | Be The Boss Of Your Stress Kit
978-1575422749 | Be The Boss Of Your Sleep Kit
978-1575422732 | Be The Boss Of Your Pain Kit

Every kid needs to see a doctor sometimes. But
kids can do a lot to take care of their own
health and wellness. Helping kids look at their
health from a holistic perspective —considering body, mind, and spirit—and teaching them
self-care skills set the stage for lifelong wellness
and balance.
The new Be the Boss of Your Body™ series
shows kids new ways to cope with common
problems such as dealing with stress, managing pain, and getting a good night’s sleep using
simple techniques they can do themselves. In
these lively, accessible, and medically sound
books, kids learn proven complementary
therapy techniques such as belly breathing,
aromatherapy, biofeedback, acupressure and
positive thinking to help them take charge of
their health.
2008 Gold Recipient: Body, Mind & Spirit

Grace & The Ice Prince:
The Diamond Heart Quest
by J. L. Scharf
Thistledown Press
Ages 9 to 12 | $15.95 US
978-1897235096 | Paperback
Grace & the Ice Prince is a
modern day fairy tale
complete with faraway
places, magic mirrors,
mythical creatures, and
granted wishes. Inspired by
the Montreal ice storm of
1998, the novel’s setting is an
imaginative winter landscape
punctuated with charming
medieval royalty and exhilarating icy adventures.
Split between the everyday world (during a
typical Canadian winter) and the Ice World, this
fantasy combines humor and adventure.
An enticing back story of a runaway princess
teamed with a flamboyant ice dragon serves as a
melding of two threads—the story of modernday Grace, whose dreams are plagued by images
too real to be dismissed, and the story of the
Kingdom of Connacht’s descent into chaos by the
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royal’s disappearance. When young Grace
dismisses the Ice Prince’s invitation to visit his
world, she realizes that time has literally frozen.
Transported to an enchanted kingdom, she
embarks on a quest to find the ice castle
revealed to her in her dreams. Along the way,
the mystery surrounding a long-lost diamond
begins to unravel, and by following her heart
and intuition, Grace comes to understand its
priceless value and significance to her mission.
With a little self-confidence and trust in her
new friend Prince Owyn, Grace discovers her
own potential and saves a kingdom that—only
a few days before—she hadn’t known existed.
2008 Gold Recipient: Fantasy, Myths & Legends

Hello, Goodbye, I Love You:
The Story Of Aloha – A Guide Dog For The Blind
by Pamela Bauer Mueller
Piñata Publishing
Ages 9 to 12 | $8.99 US
978-0968509739 | Paperback
Hello, Goodbye, I Love
You is a heartwarming
love journey between a
puppy raiser and his
guide puppy, and how
they become one.
Pamela Bauer Mueller
based this book on the
actual experiences of her
own daughter, who
raised the real guide dog Aloha. She changed
the characters to appeal to readers ages nine
through young adult.
Twelve-year-old Diego Escobar has accepted
the responsibility to teach Aloha obedience
and socialization, knowing that she is only on
loan to him. The unconditional love and trust
between them will enable Aloha to become
the dog she was bred to be. But the bond
between dog and puppy raiser is strong and,
sadly, must be broken for the guide dog to
move along her journey.
As Aloha returns to her guide dog school for
intensive training, Kimberly Louise loses her
sight, and begins her struggles to re-enter the
world with dignity and independence. The
reader is shown the realities that blind people
would like sighted people to understand. As
Diego passes Aloha’s leash to Kimberly Louise,
he comes to realize that through his selflessness, he has gained unexpected rewards.
Hello, Goodbye, I Love You was selected as a
Children’s Choice title by the International
Reading Association—Children’s Book
Council. The Florida State Department of
Education uses portions of Hello, Goodbye, I
Love You in the Florida Comprehensive

60

Assessment Test (FCAT). Zaner-Bloser uses
excerpts from Hello, Goodbye, I Love You in the
Pupil's Edition and Teacher's Edition of its
Voices: Identity Awareness (May 2008).
2008 Silver Recipient: Fiction

Hewitt’s Guide To Slam Poetry
And Poetry Slam
by Geof Hewitt
Discover Writing Press
Ages 9 to 12 | $19.95 US
978-1931492096 | Paperback With DVD
Slam poetry? Poetry
slam? What the heck
is it? A poetry slam is
a light-hearted
competition of a
serious delivery of
original poems, where
members of the
audience serve as
judges.
The word “slam” is really just hype, but it does
have marked differences from other spoken
word poetry readings. “Slam” conveys attitude,
competitive attitude, but the nature of the
judging and the persistent good humor of the
“slammaster” mitigate the agony of defeat. For
instance, judges are often selected by virtue of
how little they know about poetry, and the
slammaster highlights this detail when
appointed. However, this part of the process
has never deterred a true slammer. A dedicated
slammer proceeds in earnest with “do or die”
determination.
Hewitt’s Guide to Slam Poetry and Poetry Slam,
by poet Geof Hewitt of Calais, Vermont, argues
forcefully for poetry slam as an important
component of any language arts curriculum.
Hewitt, who won Vermont’s title of Slam
Champion in 2004, has held the position of
writing consultant to the Vermont Department
of Education since 1988 and says, “Language
arts include more than reading and writing.
With slam poetry, the often-neglected
elements of listening and public speaking are
brought back into the curriculum.”
The book, complete with a DVD that brings
the principles of effective performance poetry
to life, is comprised of a brief history of this
national phenomenon, covering the slam both
in the classroom and beyond. He addresses
everything from writing the poem to attitude
to understatement to the unplanned pause.
And all of it is sprinkled with Hewitt’s wry wit.
Most of the slammers on the DVD are teens.
Hewitt is the author of ten books of poetry and
several books for teachers.
2008 Gold Recipient: Poetry

R o l l

Hot Issues, Cool Choices:
Facing Bullies, Peer Pressure, Popularity,
And Put-Downs
by Sandra McLeod Humphrey
Prometheus Books
Ages 9 to 12 | $13.95 US
978-1591025696 | Paperback
Did you know that there
are kids out there who
don‘t even want to get out
of bed in the morning
because they know what
going to school means
for them? Being teased
and taunted. Being
excluded and rejected.
Being afraid that you’re
going to be assaulted and
possibly hurt. Sometimes it can even mean that
you just can’t hang in there any longer, so you
give up and take your own life.
Hot Issues, Cool Choices: Facing Bullies, Peer
Pressure, Popularity, and Put-Downs is a
collection of 26 scenarios/stories depicting
various forms of bullying with thoughtful
questions following each scenario. All of the
stories are based on true experiences, related to
the author by students during her school visits
over the last two years. The book has received
very positive endorsements from nationally
recognized educators and is dedicated to a
12-year-old boy who took his own life as a
result of being bullied. A valuable resource for
both the home and the classroom.
2008 Gold Recipient: Self-Improvement

Journal Buddies:
A Boy's Journal For Discovering
And Sharing Excellence
by Jill Schoenberg
Blue Sky At Night Publishing
Ages 9 to 12 | $16.95 US
978-0976862321 | Paperback
Journal Buddies: A Boy’s
Journal for Discovering and
Sharing Excellence is a fun,
interactive journal
intended to help parents,
teachers, and mentors
build and strengthen a
boy’s self-esteem.
Simple but powerful,
Journal Buddies is no ordinary journal. It’s an
invitation to experience a journaling adventure
and to expand your creativity and express your
feelings. Most of all, it’s an invitation to
strengthen your self-esteem, build healthy
relationships and create a positive outlook on
life. You’ve never experienced a journal like this!
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With Journal Buddies, you’re never alone or left
searching for something to write or draw
about. There’s also lots of cool stuff inside the
book to help you along in your journaling
adventure. And, upon completion, your
journal becomes a treasure chest full of
super-great things that you and your buddies
like about each other.
Oh, and by the way, you can do Journal
Buddies with someone who has the book or
with someone who doesn’t. It works both ways.
See for yourself and come explore the exciting,
fun world of interactive and creative journaling. I promise you that journal keeping and
creative self-expression has never been this
much fun!
2008 Silver Recipient: Self-Improvement

Journal Buddies:
A Girl’s Journal For Sharing And Celebrating
Magnificence
by Jill Schoenberg
Blue Sky At Night Publishing
Ages 9 to 12 | $16.95 US
978-0976862307 | Paperback
Journal Buddies: A Girl’s
Journal for Sharing and
Celebrating Magnificence is
a fun, interactive journal
intended to help parents,
teachers, and mentors
build and strengthen a
girl’s self-esteem.
Simple but powerful,
Journal Buddies is no ordinary journal. It’s an
invitation to expand your creativity and express
your feelings. Most of all, it’s an invitation to
strengthen your self-esteem, build healthy
relationships and create a positive outlook on
life. To add to the excitement, you complete this
unique journal with the help of your
buddies—your friends, Mom, Dad, teachers,
grandparents, cousins, mentors, even your pet
or an imaginary friend. You’ve never experienced a journal like this!
With Journal Buddies, you’re never alone or left
searching for something to write or draw about.
There’s lots of cool stuff inside the book to help
you along in your journaling adventure. And,
upon completion, your journal becomes a
cherished keepsake—a treasure chest full of
super-great things that you and your buddies
like about each other.
Oh, and by the way, you can do Journal Buddies
with someone who has the book or with
someone who doesn’t. It works both ways. See
for yourself and come explore the exciting, fun
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world of interactive and creative journaling.
2008 Silver Recipient: Self-Improvement

Lady’s Big Surprise
by JoAnn S. Dawson
Sourcebooks Jabberwocky
Ages 9 to 12 | $6.99 US
978-1402209963 | Paperback
Lady's Big Surprise, the
first in the Lucky Foot
Stable series, follows
best friends Mary and
Jody on an amazing
adventure, one that will
take them to a cow
funeral, to the mysterious Secret Place, and,
most incredibly, to their
first horse show with their favorite ponies,
Lady and Gypsy. Originally self-published,
Lucky Foot books have been finalists for three
independent publishing national awards,
including ForeWord Book of the Year.
2008 Gold Recipient: Fiction

Perch, Mrs. Sackets, And Crow’s Nest
by Karen Pavlicin
Alma Little
Ages 9 to 12 | $16.95 US
978-1934617007 | Hardcover
In Perch, Mrs. Sackets,
and Crow’s Nest, author
Karen Pavlicin
addresses the serious
topics of loss and grief
with compassion and
humor in a charming
story that celebrates the
importance of family
and friendship. Told in
first-person narrative from the point of view of
ten-year-old Andy Parker, the story begins
when Andy’s best friend moves away. The
change brings Andy a fresh wave of grief for
his dad, who died a few years ago of cancer.
Andy’s mom, who sings like a bird and has
CWS (constant worry syndrome), accepts his
grandmother’s offer for them to stay at her
farmhouse for the summer in Carthage, New
York. Andy is skeptical about leaving his home
in the Twin Cities, Minnesota, to spend an
entire summer in a sleepy small town. But he
also can’t imagine staying home without his
best friend. Andy wonders what he’ll do in this
sleepy small town for the entire summer. But it
turns out that even cow dung can be interesting and something wonderful can come from
rotten apples.

Andy fishes for perch with his mom’s
childhood friend John who, he discovers, may
become more than her friend. He catches
sunbeams with Mrs. Sackets, the old woman
next door, who has a quirky sixth sense, a
penchant for polka dots, and a love of poetry.
While cutting up apples for Grandma’s Crow’s
Nest dessert (recipe in the back of the book),
Andy watches his extended family “telling old
stories, poking fun at new ideas, and leaning
and elbowing and laughing, all while paring
their rotten apples and saving the sliver of any
good they found.” Through meaningful
adventures and memorable characters, Andy
finds ways to connect with his dad in heaven
and the faith he needs to begin to accept the
changes in his life.
2008 Silver Recipient: Fiction

The Secret Of The Lonely Grave
by Albert A. Bell, Jr.
Ingalls Publishing Group
Ages 9 to 12 | $8.95 US
978-1932158793 | Paperback
As 11-year-old Steve
Patterson and Kendra
Jordan walk to their
school bus stop each day,
they pass a cemetery and
glance at one old
tombstone that sits off by
itself. They never pay
close attention to this
“lonely grave” until one
morning when they see flowers on it. As they
walk up to the grave, they notice that it’s a
child’s grave from the Civil War era. They
become curious about who would leave
flowers on a child’s grave from that long ago.
They soon learn that the flowers were left by a
visiting college professor. Talking with him
starts Steve and Kendra asking questions, in
particular, why was the child buried so far
from anyone else in the cemetery? Their
investigation into that question—using church
records and old newspapers—leads them to
discover that their small Kentucky town has a
connection to the Underground Railroad that
has been forgotten. And some people don’t
want it to be remembered.
Steve and Kendra’s investigation is nearly
derailed by the school bully, Dwayne, who
makes Steve his favorite target. But learning
how people in the Civil War era stood up for
what they believed gives Steve the determination to face Dwayne. Steve, who misses his
divorced dad, comes to understand what abuse
Dwayne endures from his father.
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The story reaches its climax in a tunnel once
used by escaping slaves on the Underground
Railroad, where Steve and Kendra find the
remains of several slaves and the minister who
tried to help them escape.
2008 Silver Recipient: Fiction

What To Do When Your Temper Flares
by Dawn Huebner, Ph.D.
Illustrated by Bonnie Matthews
Magination Press
Ages 8 & Up | $14.95 US
978-1433801341 | Paperback
Did you know that anger
is like fire? It starts with a
spark, igniting us with
energy and purpose. But it
can also blaze out of
control, causing lots of
problems. If you’re a kid
whose temper quickly
flares, a kid whose anger
gets too big, too hot, too fast, this book is for you.
What to Do When Your Temper Flares guides
children and their parents through the
cognitive-behavioral techniques used to treat
problems with anger. Engaging examples, lively
illustrations, and step-by-step instructions
teach children a set of “anger dousing”
methods aimed at cooling angry thoughts and
controlling angry actions, resulting in calmer,
more effective kids. This interactive self-help
book is the complete resource for educating,
motivating, and empowering children to work
toward change.
2008 Gold Recipient: Self-Improvement

Young Adult Books
Chessie Bligh And The Scroll Of Andelthor
by Thora Gabriel
iUniverse, Inc.
Young Adult | $17.95 US
978-0595390458 | Paperback
Finally, a girl hero!
Chessie Bligh lives in a
loveless world with her
controlling human
parents, Marcus and
Rhine-Reich Bligh. Her
only solace is her Shih
Tzu puppy, Wuggbert.
She carries him in her
backpack everywhere
she goes.

62

When her parents send her away to another
foreign school, out of defiance she runs away.
While her flight is delayed, she has a chance
encounter with another fourteen-year-old girl
named Aelyn. The two work out a
plan—they’ll switch places!
Chessie and Wuggbert, along with nine elf
youngling orphans, end up at Die Sterntaler
(The Stargazer) at the North Rim of the Grand
Canyon. This elf encampment is hidden from
human eyes through magic. Chessie becomes
friends with three elf boys: Robert, Gareth, and
David. Unaware that she, too, is an elf, Chessie
tries desperately to fit in. But when the others
discover she’s not an orphan, they shun her.
Dejected and lonely, she turns inward, and
takes on the challenge: Who are these elves?
Where do they come from?
She starts her search in the expansive library
where she finds rare and ancient books written in
elvish runes—runes she somehow understands.
After several visits, she stumbles upon the
library’s secret tower room. Concealing herself,
she eavesdrops on two adult elves, Penelope
and Marge, who are busy deciphering the
Scroll of Andelthor. They describe a magical
land called Antelantiesse—the lost land of the
Elves. She learns she too is an elf, and that she’s
a direct descendent of one of the most revered
and beloved leaders Antelantiesse has ever
known. She is a celebornne—an elf with innate
knowledge—which is why she is able to read
and understand elvish runes. When they leave,
she stays behind and reads the scroll. In it, she
discovers a hidden spell—one that will unlock
a pathway to journey to Antelantiesse. Soon
she will embark on a quest to find her elf
destiny. But there is a dark side to her adventure; an evil elf is after her. Will she survive?
This fantasy novel is filled with magic, spells,
and shape-shifting! Chessie Bligh is a story with
a girl hero, making Chessie unique.
2008 Gold Recipient: Fantasy, Myths & Legends

From Slave To Superstar Of The Wild West:
The Awesome Story Of Jim Beckwourth
by Tom DeMund
Legends of the West Publishing Co.
Young Adult | $18.95 US
978-0978690403 | Hardcover

R o l l

In the mid-1800s, the
name Jim Beckwourth
was well known by
Americans. This former
slave became a
celebrated mountain
man, trapper, trader,
guide, and early
explorer of the Wild
West from the Mississippi River to the Pacific
Ocean. It is surprising that this once-upon-atime celebrity is so little known today,
especially among young people.
To reintroduce Beckwourth to young adults
who enjoy reading about real-life adventures, a
lively new book, From Slave to Superstar of the
Wild West, by Tom DeMund, tells Jim's story
and helps explain why he was one of the most
famous black people of his era. Jim's exploits
cascade from becoming a popular chief of the
Crow Indian tribe, to dodging death dozens of
times, holding 40 different jobs, saving many
lives, building a popular wagon trail for
emigrants to California, helping found the city
of Pueblo, Colorado, and becoming one of the
first 100 non-Hispanic residents of Los
Angeles. Full-color illustrations complement
chapters about Jim's family, how he looked and
dressed, what he ate, how he died mysteriously,
and why this hero was no angel.
Young adults, grades six through twelve, will
be fascinated by the accomplishments of this
extraordinary man as they learn lots of
American history in short chapters written in
language they can easily read and enjoy.
Tom DeMund is also author of an awardwinning hiking book, now in its third edition,
which includes four hikes along portions of the
Beckwourth Emigrant Trail. The author
traveled from the East to West Coast and from
Montana to New Mexico, following Jim
Beckwourth's footsteps, doing extensive
research, and taking many of the 53 color
pictures in his 160-page hardback book.
2008 Gold Recipient: Historical Fiction
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Neptune’s Honor
by Pamela Bauer Mueller
Piñata Publishing
Young Adult | $16.99 US
978-0968509760 | Hardcover
Neptune’s Honor depicts the
true story of two best
friends in antebellum
Georgia, one born into
slavery and the other the
plantation master’s son.
From childhood to
manhood, the high esteem
and affection they hold for
each other enable them to withstand the
hardships of plantation life. This same
devotion compels Neptune to accompany his
master’s son to the Civil War, and allows him
to fulfill a promise he made to Lordy King’s
mother to always bring him home.
Pamela Bauer Mueller did meticulous research
before writing this novel—a compelling history
of the old South, a love of family, and the
dignity and humanity of a remarkable man.
Through memoirs, transcripts and interviews
with Neptune Small’s descendants, she lovingly
crafted a story of courage, devotion and
intense bonding between a young slave and his
master’s son.
Neptune’s Honor is an inspiring example of how
two men from completely different
backgrounds stand united as brothers in times
of sacrifice and tragedy. This historical account
of courage, honor, compassion and loyalty
accurately chronicles family records of the man
they called Neptune.
Honors include: 2006 Georgia Author of the
Year Award, Independent Publisher Book
Awards "IPPY" Finalist, and Southern
Independent Book Sellers Alliance (SIBA)
Book Award nominee.
2008 Silver Recipient: Historical Fiction

Spirit Dogs:
Life Between Lives
by Susan Kelleher
Owl of Athene Press
Young Adult | $14.95 US
978-0965049528 | Paperback
Ivan finds himself in dog
heaven after he and his
owner, Sarah, were in a car
crash together. He is fraught
with despair at being
separated from her—until he
is put in charge of five new
arrivals and discovers that he
can visit Sarah, in his pure
Entro | Spring 2008

energy form, whenever he chooses. Thus
begins Ivan’s adventure as the leader of this
group and a huge sense of self-doubt that
causes him to be sent on a dangerous mission.
We experience Ivan’s frustrations dealing with
the five dogs in his group—Beauregard, an
arrogant show Poodle; Murphy, a timid,
shivering Spaniel-mix; Jolly, a big fluffy white
dog; Carl, a highly educated and arrogant Lhasa
Apso; and Stealth, a fighting pit-bull terrier.
On his dangerous mission to “the mountains,”
Ivan encounters a devil dog and his guardian
angel. It is here that he begins to sort out his
soul’s true purpose as well as every dog’s true
purpose. He learns about the true nature of the
various instincts that have been bred into dogs
over time, such as herding, retrieving, digging,
fighting, etc., and how a dog’s spirit can be
mislead by these.
The reader becomes intimately acquainted
with Beauregard, Murphy, Jolly, Carl, and
Stealth as each one attempts to understand his
or her reason for being and how all but one of
them figure out a way to be together in their
next incarnations on Earth.
2008 Gold Recipient: Fiction

When The Leaves Fall
by Mary M. Nyman
Writer's Showcase Press
Young Adult | $12.95 US
978-0595252244 | Paperback
When the Leaves Fall begins
in a labyrinth of Corey’s own
making. He is waiting to
meet his supplier to
exchange stolen goods for
weed, which he must deliver
later to his friend, Steve, at
school. As if this risky
behavior weren’t enough, he
soon learns that his girlfriend, Anne, is in big
trouble and needs his help, which he feels
completely powerless to give. So, Corey
continues to lead his double life, hiding his
shady activities from his family and the school
authorities until tragedy strikes one night after
a high school dance.

for his mother outside the hospital…even the
moon and the brilliant pinpoints of stars in the
winter sky were no comfort. He had never felt so
sad or lonely in his life….
2008 Silver Recipient: Fiction

Adult
Alexander And The Wonderful, Marvelous,
Excellent, Terrific Ninety Days:
An Almost Completely Honest Account Of What
Happened To Our Family When Our Youngest Son, His
Wife, Their Baby, Their Toddler, And Their Five-YearOld Came To Live With Us For Three Months.
by Judith Viorst
Illustrated by Laura Gibson
Free Press
Adults | $17.00 US
978-1416550051 | Hardcover
Judith Viorst’s multimillion-copy bestselling
children’s book, Alexander
and the Terrible, Horrible,
No Good, Very Bad Day has
become part of our national
vocabulary, delighting
readers for decades. But
did you ever wonder what became of Alexander after that famously bad day? And did you
know that Judith Viorst is his mother? And
can you imagine what happens to her passion
for household neatness and orderliness, her
deep devotion to schedules, her compulsive
yearning to offer helpful advice when
Alexander—now grown up, married, and the
father of three—moves his family into his
parents’ house? Readers have the joy of
finding out in Judith Viorst’s new nonfiction
book for adults Alexander And The Wonderful,
Marvelous, Excellent, Terrific Ninety Days: An
Almost Completely Honest Account of What
Happened to Our Family When Our Youngest
Son, His Wife, Their Baby, Their Toddler, and
Their Five-Year-Old Came to Live with Us for
Three Months.

Seventeen year old Corey faces danger, death
and rehabilitation while he learns to sort out
what is important to him in a real world.
Ultimately he finds new directions, makes vital
decisions, reaffirms the importance of friendship and family, and experiences success. Corey
has faced them all because he is a survivor.

With her characteristic sparkle and wit, Viorst
relates her efforts to (graciously) share space, to
become (if only a little bit) more flexible, to (sort
of) keep her opinions to herself, and to even
eventually figure out how to unlock the safety
locks of the baby’s (expletives deleted) bouncy
seat. She describes how she and her husband,
while sometimes longing for the former peace
and tranquility of unravished rooms and quiet
dinners for two unaccompanied by cries of “Oh,
yuck!” survived and relished the extended visit
of “the Alexander Five.”

And, like many young people, he faces
emotional extremes. At one point, as he waits

Several generations of readers will howl with
laughter as they recognize their own lives in
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Alexander And The Wonderful, Marvelous,
Excellent, Terrific Ninety Days. Enhanced by
Laura Gibson’s delightful two-color drawings,
Alexander and Judith Viorst open our eyes to
the joys of multi-general family living, and to
the unexpected opportunities to grow that life
presents—even under the most unlikely
circumstances.
2008 Silver Recipient: Humor

Atlantis 2:
A Question Of Survival
by Meryl Heavens
Trafford Publishing
Adult Fiction | $18.86 US
978-1412089920 | Softcover
The time is 2538, four
hundred and ninety years
after the ecological
catastrophe known as
The End.
In the New World that
resulted from the
cataclysm, the few
remaining humans are
content to live in and around their city of
Atlantis 2 while alien species colonize the Far
Lands of the former Americas.
However, whereas the humans' relationships
with the aliens of the Galactic Coalition have
always remained peaceful if distant from the
aliens' part, the situation is now strained as for
the first time since The End, the humans are
preparing to explore both the sea and the stars.
In this time of unusual turmoil, Nya Pavlovsky,
Princess of Mankind a.k.a. galactic
ambassador-in-training, is about to take over
her mother's Duty. With the help of both her
adoptive brother, Mykel Darewing, and her
Syllin friend and fellow diplomat, Aenil Sy, the
young woman prepares for her upcoming
challenge, namely to try and convince the
aggressive Gorgons to allow her people to
finally reach the stars of the Coalition.
Unbeknown to her, though, her Destiny, as
well as her friends' and people's, are about to
take most unexpected turns as the belligerent
Gorgons plan to attack them.
Meanwhile, further away, the well-concealed
Supreme Ruler of the galaxy keeps a wary eye
on the free humans of 5-B4 (a.k.a. Earth) for if
they were to slip past his various means of
deceit and control, they would lethally
challenge his absolute, unknown and basedon-lies hegemony of the whole galaxy.
2008 Silver Recipient: Adult Fiction
(Science Fiction)
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Down Home Delicious
by Peggy Touchtone Sholly
Stonywood Publications
Adults | $27.95 US
978-0979665202 | Hardcover
Down Home Delicious
is an impressive
collection of home
recipes, folklore,
history and interesting
information, written in
a warm and chatty
writing style to make it
an enjoyable read from
cover to cover and to feel like cooking with a
good friend. It is authored by seasoned home
cook Peggy Sholly who drew upon her Italian
heritage, her Cajun roots, and her Texas Gulf
Coast residence to create a fresh new
cookbook that exudes a passion for home and
life with many of the kinds of dishes that make
it worth living.
In this age of obesity and dieting run amuck,
the soul yearns for delicious satisfying foods
that quench the pangs of hunger in a manner
fast food and restaurants cannot. Down Home
Delicious answers that call by celebrating home
cooking and the flavor and love it imparts.
The recipes are easy enough for a beginner and
tempting enough for the experienced cook.
They include authentic American, Italian
American, Louisiana Creole/Cajun and
TexMex special request recipes plus a variety of
soups, salads, veggies and desserts. There are
hints and suggestions to take the ho-hum out
of everyday meals and to strengthen relationships or rev up romance.
The artsy romance type cover reminds that
“the way to a man’s (or woman’s) heart is
through the stomach” and fits well in the
kitchen and on the coffee table. Page style and
formatting are designed to make recipes
inviting and user friendly with ingredients
listed in order of preparation.
Foreword is by Randy Evans, Executive Chef of
Brennan’s of Houston Restaurant and author of
The Kitchen Table.
Down Home Delicious retails for $27.95, is
hardbound with 256 pages, 144 recipes, 13
illustrations, 33 hospitality hints, and
Lagniappe (food histories, substitutions,
pantry list and Notes to Myself).
2008 Gold Recipient: Cooking & Food
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The Family Foundations Study Bible
Thomas Nelson, Inc.
978-0718016937 | $39.99 US | Hardcover
978-0718016944 | $59.99 US | Bonded Leather / Black
978-0718016951 | $59.99 US | Bonded Leather /
Burgundy
The Family Foundations
Study Bible is the prefect
tool for Christian parents
who are acknowledging
the responsibility and
need to raise children
with a firm understanding of their faith, while
enabling them to carry
out the values and beliefs
in their life. It is the only application-style
Bible currently available that is specifically
designed with the Christian family in mind,
filling a literary void felt by families of faith.
The Bible, that written using the NKJV
translation, provides parents with biblical
resources to help their families grow spiritually
and in relation to one another. Contributors
such as: parenting expert, Dr. Mary Manz
Simon; Department Chair and Professor of
Old Testament at Dallas Theological Seminary,
Robert B. Chisholm, Jr.; best-selling authors
and relationship experts Drs. Les and Leslie
Parrot; and author and recognized speaker on
parenting and family issues Kendra Smiley;
have all lent their talents to the project.
The Bible, which focuses on strengthening
families by helping them establish a strong
foundation on which they can continue to
grow, offers a myriad of tools to help engage
family members. Feature highlights include:
Family Legacy, Home Improvements,
Character Building, Let’s Talk, Family Matters,
When Kids Ask, and other sections to help
families translate and apply the content to their
daily lives. For example, the ‘Kids Ask’ section
of The Family Foundations Study Bible gives
parents solid teaching and scripture references
to answer the tough questions kids ask about
God, human nature and the world. Other
features such as ‘Let’s Talk’ encourage family
devotion time by focusing on scripture and
offering a short devotional/instructional
paragraph and questions for the family to
discuss.
With The Family Foundations Study Bible,
parents will be able can engage their children
and spend quality time with the family unit as
a whole like never before.
2008 Gold Recipient: Religion & Spirituality
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It’s All About You:
Live The Life You Crave
by Mary Goulet and Heather Reider
Free Press
Adults | $25.00 US
978-1416545095 | Hardcover

My Doggie Says….Messages From Jamie:
How A Dog Named Jamie “Talks” To Her People
by Fred Haney
Marion Venture Publishing
Adults | $15.95 US
978-0978551506 | Paperback

In today’s increasingly
fast-paced world,
mothers around the
country and from all
walks of life, face a daily,
daunting struggle to
take care of everyone
else, often overlooking
their own needs in the
process. Is this how it
has to be? Does
becoming a mother
mean losing touch with your former self? Not
at all, say Heather Reider and Mary Goulet in
their enlightening and entertaining new book
It’s All About You: Live The Life You Crave,
entering motherhood does not mean the end
of womanhood. In fact, they believe that
women are better mothers when they lead
vibrant, interesting lives. And they would
know—in addition to being wives and
mothers themselves, Heather and Mary are
also hosts of their own online radio talk show
“The Mary and Heather Show,” founders of
MomsTown, Inc. and MomsTown.com, and
publishers of MomsTown Magazine. They have
appeared on such national programs as the Dr.
Phil Show and Fox News Live and have been
interviewed for national publications from
More and Quick and Simple to USA Weekend
and Parents Magazine.

My Doggie Says… is
about a golden
retriever named Jamie
and her ability to
communicate with her
people, Fred and
Barbara. Through
different actions and
body language, she
sends messages like, “I
really want to go
swimming now,” or
“Could I please have a puppy treat,” or “How
come Okie-Dokie the cat is sleeping on my
puppy pad?”

It’s All About You is divided into accessible and
entertaining sections that break down these
all-consuming issues—including money, sex,
body image, diet, time management,
multitasking, controlling chaos, home & office
organization, the importance of girlfriends,
and more. Written in their trademark witty,
fun, and honest voices that have drawn
hundreds of thousands of women to their
website and radio show, Heather and Mary are
“working to help moms carve out a little extra
income, a little extra time, a little extra energy,
a little extra joy.” In addition to their own
advice and that of experts they provide “Tips
and Takes” from women around the country,
including real life stories they’ve heard and
e-mails they’ve received.
2008 Gold Recipient: Women’s Issues
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Eighty-five color photographs capture Jamie’s
messages in different situations, such as
playing with her toys (“Could you please help
me find my ball?”), playing with her friend
Ishka (“Hey, Ishka, let’s puppy-wrestle”), and
jogging in the morning (“I have my leash on
and I’m ready to go; can we please get this
show on the road?”)
One of Jamie’s favorite things to do is to swim
in Lake Arrowhead, in California’s San
Bernardino Mountains. “I see the boat keys;
that means I get to go swimming, right?” Or,
“Could you please open the dock box so we
can get my floppy (Frisbee) out to retrieve?”
Or, “This is really fun; I’m not stopping now.”
The theme of My Doggie Says… is that you
have to understand your dog’s nature in order
to properly nurture its personality. It helps to
understand what it was bred to do. But it also
helps if you can tune-in to its communications
and gain a better understanding of why it does
certain things. What signals is it sending?
When you communicate with your dog at this
level, you will find that it is more a part of your
life and that you have entered into a much richer
and meaningful relationship with your pet.
2008 Silver Recipient: Non-Fiction

Open Your Heart With Tennis:
Mastering Life Through Love Of The Court
By Marie Bannon
DreamTime Publishing
Adults | $14.95 US
978-1601660053 | Paperback

Open Your Heart with
Tennis speaks of a love
story between a player
and their court yet
educates the reader
along the way. This
book does not focus on
the life of a person
with natural talent
getting a six figure
deal, but of someone
like yourself who was
floating through life until Bannon follows her
heart to the courts. This book is inspirational,
humorous and fun to read for any playing level.
A combination of the Chicken Soup for the Soul
and the Dummies books, the Open Your Heart
series uses a holistic approach to sports and
hobbies to help people discover that self-help
doesn't have to be difficult. Many times people
are meditating when they are engaged in
activity they love and enjoy, and the books are
designed to help people become aware of that
so they can learn to consciously improve their
life.
2008 Silver Recipient: Self-Improvement

Poetry Speaks Expanded
Edited by Elise Paschen and
Rebekah Presson Mosby
Sourcebooks Media Fusion
Adults | $49.95 US
978-1402210624 | Hardcover With Audio CD
A fusion of the
poet's words
with the poet's
voice, including
text and
recordings of
nearly 50 of the
greatest poets
who ever lived.
In 2001, Poetry
Speaks brought together the words and voices
of poetry for the first time, breaking onto
bestseller lists all over the country and
changing the way readers and listeners enjoyed
poetry. Now the brand new Poetry Speaks
Expanded adds new text and rare recordings to
that legacy. Hear 47 of the greatest poets read
107 of their best poems on 3 audio CDs, from
Walt Whitman, Robert Frost, James Joyce and
T.S. Eliot to Langston Hughes, Jack Kerouac,
Sylvia Plath, Ted Hughes and Gwendolyn
Brooks. Read essays as written by today's most
influential poets, including Al Young and
Seamus Heaney. And experience all that
poetry can be.
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What reviewers said about Poetry Speaks:
"This book has the potential to draw more
readers to poetry than any collection in
years...The definitive anthology of poets
reading their own work." --Publishers Weekly,
starred review
"...[B]y the time you're done, your biggest
problem may be that you wish there were
more." --Wall Street Journal
"Suberb, accessible...A unique and essential
purchase. --School Library Journal
2008 Gold Recipient: Poetry

Raisin’ Brains:
Surviving My Smart Family
by Karen L. J. Isaacson
Great Potential Press
Adults | $16.95 US
978-0910707541 | Paperback
Laugh out loud with Karen
Isaacson's delightfully
energetic stories on life with
an eclectic gifted and creative
family! Humor like this helps
parents and teachers
maintain a badly-needed
sense of perspective.
2008 Gold Recipient:
Humor

Ready-To-Go!®:
Blank Board Book 6” x 6”
C&T Publishing
All Ages | $6.95 US
978-1571209979 | Craft Book
Create, design, and
embellish your own
journal or book treasure
with a Ready-to-Go! Blank
Board Book. From the
best-selling Create &
Treasure® crafter’s
collection, Ready-to-Go!
Blank Board Books are high quality, no-prep
and acid-free. Visit ctpub.com for a bouquet of
fresh ideas for crafters.
2008 Gold Recipient: Activities,
Crafts & Hobbies

Ten Lessons Learned:
Gifts From Those Remembered
by Janet Mary Sinke
My Grandma And Me Publishers
Adults | $14.95 US
978-0974273242 | Hardcover

66

“With countless others we
travel together,
Each of us with purpose
and meaning,
Each of us a manifestation of divine grace”.
Eight years in the
making, this simple,
quiet book for the soul
was inspired by the author’s own experiences
as a hospice nurse and her own personal health
challenges which include Parkinson’s disease.
It is a book dedicated to all those who have
shared in their most sacred moment, the
moment of letting go.
Written with reverent simplicity, the stories
and personal reflections found in this book
will ease the worries of the day by providing
insight into the basic needs of the heart. The
ten lessons taught and reflected upon are:
Tears, Vulnerability, Forgiveness, Inner Peace,
Affection, Celebration, Humor, Kindness, Fun
and Remembrance. Each lesson is prefaced
with the author’s personal reflection followed
by a true story that demonstrates the power of
simple wisdom taught by those who have come
to the end of their life. These lessons are meant
for the living, lessons written with one main
purpose: to renew the inner spirit and guide
us to a path that will eventually take us home.
“Walk with renewed step down the path of your
life, ever mindful of God’s Presence. Be open to
His mystery and to new ways of understanding.
Delight in the wonder of those whose paths
intertwine with your own for they can take you
to new and different heights where the view is
spectacular and where discovery and surprise
make for an exciting and holy adventure.”
2008 Gold Recipient: Religion & Spirituality

The Chickenpox Vaccine:
A New Epidemic of Disease and Corruption
Gary S. Goldman, Ph.D.
Medical Veritas International
Adults | $14.95 US
978-0978838317 | Paperback

R o l l

safe, when in fact, it had not been thoroughly
tested. Dr. Goldman was encouraged to
generate findings that would lead to publication in peer-reviewed scientific journals. All
positive findings were published in a timely
manner; however, when Dr. Goldman began to
present deleterious outcomes, these seemed to
be "suppressed" and would portend increased
risk of reactivation of a more serious disease
harbored by 95% of the adult U.S. population.
Searching through the medical literature,
Goldman uncovered a study published in 1965
that first suggested an adult’s immune system
may be boosted to prevent or postpone the
reactivation of shingles every time an adult
was exposed to a child with chickenpox. Dr.
Goldman, later joined by other researchers,
logically reasoned that if that hypothesis were
correct and chickenpox vaccination nearly
eradicated childhood chickenpox, adults
would no longer receive the immunologic
boosting that they received previously and a
shingles epidemic might ensue.
Dr. Goldman integrates scientific information
and straightforward commentary on adverse
outcomes associated with the Hepatitis B
vaccine, Thimerosal-containing vaccines, the
shingles vaccine, water fluoridation, the
practices of instant or early cord clamping
(ICC/ECC) and flat on-the-back or semisitting birth positions, and others.
The concluding sections of the book discuss
conflicts of interests between public health
officials and the pharmaceutical industry that
may have “undermined the stated health aims”
of various large scale health initiatives.
The facts and references presented are no
exercise in alarmism or exaggeration. Dr.
Goldman’s balanced and candid discussion as a
research insider, will enhance your appreciation of medical issues and enable you and your
loved ones to make better informed healthcare
decisions and halt the continual cycles of
disease and treatment.
2008 Silver Recipient: Non-Fiction

The Chickenpox
Vaccine: A New
Epidemic of Disease
and Corruption
presents a unique
perspective from a
research insider
working on a project
funded by the Centers
for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC).
Healthcare officials believed the vaccine was
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The Heart’s Alphabet:
Daring To Live With Cerebral Palsy
by James Grimm
Tasora Books
Adults | $12.95 US
978-0978994679 | Paperback
Having never uttered a
word in his life,
40-year-old Jim Grimm
profoundly and joyfully
touches the lives of all
who come to know him.
Having looked back on
his life he recognizes
that he has been blessed
in many ways with
family, friends and
many opportunities.
Born with cerebral palsy and unable to
communicate verbally or move of his own
volition, Jim has turned what by all accounts is
a severely isolating lifelong disability into a gift
for connecting deeply with others. The Heart's
Alphabet is Jim's self-told story, painstakingly
spelled out, letter by letter, with the assistance of
an interpreter going through the alphabet and
him sticking out his tongue to indicate the
specific letter for each word that he is wanting
to spell. It is a tale of personal perseverance, a
tribute to loving families, and—most of all—a
testament to the possibilities that lie within
each of us. Jim tells his life story from his heart
as he has experienced it and hopes that he can
help inspire others.
2008 Gold Recipient: Non-Fiction

This Explains A Lot:
A Family's Funny File
by Rita Laws, Ph.D.
Illustrated by Roslen Roy Mack
Presbyopian Press
Adults | $6.95 US
978-0972465151 | Paperback
What do you do if you
find yourself the single
parent of ten sons, two
daughters and a
menagerie of pets? Try
laughing! Join the Laws
family on a journey of
jocularity as they
navigate the intricacies
of calling pigs, mummifying toys, and searching
for Houdiniesque
hamsters. Find out about crab milk, how much
your knees weigh, if birds can hide in broccoli,
and which color crayon is dysfunctional. The
answers to these and other questions can be
found in this little book.
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After divorce made her a single parent, author
Rita Laws, Ph.D., chose laughter as one of her
coping mechanisms. With a large family built
through birth and adoption, and an average
ratio of at least one pet per child, there was
never a shortage of situations to laugh about. A
former schoolteacher, Laws has been a
freelance writer and author for over 20 years.
She and her three youngest children currently
resides in Oklahoma.
2008 Silver Recipient: Humor

Family & Parenting
27 Secrets To Raising Amazing Children
by Molly Brown Koch
Sidran Press
Parents | $16.95 US
978-1886968202 | Paperback
How often do parents go
to bed at night praying,
wishing, hoping that
they will be better
parents the next day?
The pressures of the day
make them lose sight of
their goals for their
parenting—what they
hope will be the best
outcome of all their
hard work; that is, to raise praiseworthy
children—and with all of their resolve to do
better, the stresses and strains return, and
another day is lost in disappointment in
themselves. 27 Secrets to Raising Amazing
Children not only reflects back to the reader
his or her high ideals (hopes and dreams), but
offers easy-to-follow ways to achieve them.
The book focuses on strengthening and
retaining the parent/caregiver/child relationship above all else. It shows parents how to be
ever-mindful of the effect of their actions on
their children and on their relationship with
them. Three themes recur throughout the
book: respect for children as the gateway to
mutual respect, compassion for them, and
acceptance of them. Thus, parents tap into
their intuition as a trustworthy natural gift to
guide them.
The author takes into consideration the needs
of both parents and children and provides
relief from the common parental fears about
making harmful mistakes. While they are
encouraged to take their job of parenting
seriously, mothers and fathers will find the
definition of a mistake enables them to take
themselves less seriously. It suggests that they
will not only raise their children, but uplift

them, and in the process be themselves
uplifted. More and more readers are finding
that 27 Secrets to Raising Amazing Children
brings out the best in them—not only with
their children, but in all of their relationships.
2008 Silver Recipient: Parenting - General

A Parent’s Guide To Gifted Children
by James T. Webb, Ph.D.; Janet L. Gore, M.Ed.;
Edward R. Amend, Phys.D.; and
Arlene R. DeVries, M.S.E.
Great Potential Press
Parents | $24.95 US
978-0910707794 | Paperback
Raising a gifted child is
both a joy and a
challenge, yet parents of
gifted children have few
resources for reliable
parenting information.
The four authors, who
have decades of
professional experience
with gifted children and
their families, provide
practical guidance in areas such as:
Characteristics of gifted children
Peer relations
Sibling issues
Motivation and underachievement
Discipline issues
Intensity and stress
Depression and unhappiness
Educational planning
Parenting concerns
Finding professional help
Much, much more
2008 Gold Recipient: Special &
Exceptional Needs

Answers:
A Guided Journal From Parents To Their Children
by Joanne C. King
BookSurge Publishing
Parents | $14.99 US
978-1419649448 | Paperback
This award-winning
workbook easily guides
and motivates parents
to express the depth of
their unconditional
love, wisdom and
experience for their
children regarding
parental love, relationships, faith, education,
and more.
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Inside you will find thought-provoking
questions with space for answers, inspiring
stories, multiple-choice questions, creative
exercises, and plenty of extra writing space.
King makes the entire process heartfelt and
remarkably easy. The result is an emotional
keepsake that is sure to be the most treasured
gift of your child's lifetime. King states, "Take
the time today for your children's tomorrows."
Perfect for Moms, Dads, moms-to-be,
guardians and caretakers of children at any age.
"Each and every parent should take advantage
of this wise and wonderful little book. I know I
certainly intend to." - New York Times
best-selling author Ellen Tanner Marsh.
Endorsed by family/health expert Jodie Lynn,
Answers is a proud winner of the 2007 Parent
to Parent Adding Wisdom Award.
Due to a simple twist of fate, author Joanne
King was not in New York City on September
11, 2001. She thought long and hard about
life's frailty. This book was born from King's
desire to share her guidance and love with her
three daughters.
2008 Silver Recipient:
Relationships & Marriage

Food Fights:
Winning The Nutritional Challenges Of
Parenthood Armed With Insight, Humor,
And A Bottle Of Ketchup
by Laura A. Jana, M.D., F.A.A.P., and Jennifer
Shu, M.D., F.A.A.P.
American Academy Of Pediatrics
Parents | $14.95 US
978-1581102444 | Paperback
Bring “Peas and
Harmony” to the family
table with Food Fights.
Knowing what to feed
children is one thing.
Getting them to eat it is
quite another. In Food
Fights, the authors bring
together the science of
nutrition with the
practical insight of parents who have been in
your shoes—offering simple solutions for your
daily nutritional challenges. Whether you’re
feeding an infant, toddler or preschooler, Food
Fights offers entertaining, reality-based advice on:
How to pick your battles (and arm yourself
accordingly)
Dealing with whining, food-throwing, and
other challenging habits
TV dinners, fast food, huge portions, and
other nutritional minefields

68

Mealtime milestones, from baby’s first cereal to
letting go of sippy cups
Eating out, grocery shopping, and travel
The five-second rule
Drinking and dozing, juice and soda pop, and
other classic drinking problems
Influences from family, friends and child care
Sick kids, vitamins, body weight, allergies,
constipation, vomiting, and so much more
“Drs. Jana and Shu know their stuff! Their
clever book and sound advice will help you and
your kids eat, drink…AND be merry!” - Harvey
Karp, M.D., F.A.A.P., author, DVD/book, The
Happiest Toddler on the Block.
“The perfect tool to help parents and caregivers instill healthy eating habits, avoid temper
tantrums, dodge flying vegetables, and above
all else—maintain a healthy attitude toward the
nutritional challenges of parenthood!” -Tanya
Remer Altmann, M.D., F.A.A.P., editor of The
Wonder Years and editorial board advisor for
Healthy Children magazine
2008 Gold Recipient: Health, Nutrition,
Fitness & Safety

Gifts:
Mothers Reflect On How Children With
Down Syndrome Enrich Their Lives
by Kathryn Lynard Soper
Woodbine House
Adults | $18.95 US
978-1890627850 | Paperback
Having a baby with
Down syndrome is not
something most parents
would willingly choose.
Yet many who travel
this path discover rich,
unexpected rewards
along the way.
In this candid and
poignant collection of
personal stories, sixty-three mothers describe
the gifts of respect, strength, delight, perspective, and love which their child with Down
syndrome has brought into their lives.
The contributors to this collection have
diverse personalities and perspectives and
draw from a wide spectrum of ethnicity, world
views and religious beliefs. Some are parenting
within a traditional family structure; some are
not. Some never considered terminating their
pregnancy; others struggled with the decision.
Some were calm at the time of diagnosis;
others were traumatized. Some write about
their pregnancy and the months after giving
birth; some reflect on years of experience with

R o l l

their child. Their diverse experiences point to a
common truth: the life of a child with Down
syndrome is something to celebrate. These
women have something to say—not just to
other mothers but to all of us.
2008 Silver Recipient: Special &
Exceptional Needs

I Just Want My Kids To Be Happy!:
Why You Shouldn’t Say It, Why You Shouldn’t
Think It, What You Should Embrace Instead
by Aaron Cooper and Eric Keitel
Late August Press
Parents | $15.95 US
978-0979792601 | Paperback
“I just want them to be
happy” has been millions
of parents’ child-rearing
creed for many years, but
it’s crippling the
kids—and families don’t
know it! As moms and
dads have devoted
themselves to their
children’s perpetual bliss,
youth depression and
anxiety have been on the increase. Enter I Just
Want My Kids To Be Happy! Why you shouldn’t
say it, why you shouldn’t think it, what you
should embrace instead.
This highly readable and provocative book
describes how making children’s happiness the
most important thing has led parents to
over-shield their kids from everyday adversity,
the stuff that creates unhappiness. Without
practice facing adversity, young people fail to
develop resilience, the ability to meet the
challenges of ordinary life. Many suffer from
guilt and shame as they imagine themselves
“not happy enough” in the eyes of their
parents. Parents, too, feel needless guilt when
their children experience the normal hurts,
sadnesses, and disappointments of daily life,
mistakenly thinking it’s their job to insulate
kids from inevitable reality.
It’s no wonder that the generation reared on
the happiness creed has flocked to college
counseling centers in greater numbers than
ever before, troubled by the demands of life
away from home.
If parents have shaped such a generation by
pledging allegiance to their kids’ happiness,
what should loving moms and dads emphasize
instead? Drawing from decades of happiness
research, I Just Want My Kids To Be Happy!
describes the eight key elements found in the
lives of authentically happy people. Through a
series of wise and practical suggestions, the
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authors show parents how to cultivate those
elements when the kids are young, a fitting
replacement for the dangerous happiness
creed. A groundbreaking book by a child
psychologist and a middle school educator.
2008 Gold Recipient: Parenting - General

of multiples can give. It's Twins! arms parents
with the information they need, from decisions
about breast-feeding versus formula to
classroom placement, dispelling myths about
twins, and ensuring equal treatment while
fostering individuality and combating
competitiveness.

Infinity & Zebra Stripes:
Life with Gifted Children
by Wendy Skinner
Great Potential Press
Parents | $16.95 US
978-0910707817 | Paperback

Best of all, It's Twins! outdoes all those "dry"
parenting manuals by offering chatty, bite-size
bits of real-world wisdom and experiences
from other moms and dads at various stages of
twin-rearing, making this guide not just
informative but entertaining as well.

All children deserve an
appropriate educational
challenge, but frustrating
barriers and unexpected
surprises often prevent
this from happening. This
is why parents need to
speak up and effectively
advocate for their
children. In Infinity &
Zebra Stripes, Wendy Skinner shares her
family’s story of struggle and eventual success
in working with the school system to meet her
children’s needs. Enlightening anecdotes of the
author’sexperience demonstrate strategies for
minimizing parent-school conflict. Learn how
to build trusting relationships with teachers
and administrators and how your voice can
change your child’s life.
2008 Gold Recipient: Special &
Exceptional Needs

A former senior editor for HCI's bestselling
Chicken Soup for the Soul series, Susan M.
Heim is the author of Twice the Love: Stories of
Inspiration for Families of Twins, Multiples and
Singletons and co-author of Oh, Baby! 7 Ways a
Baby Will Change Your Life the First Year.
2008 Gold Recipient: Special &
Exceptional Needs

It's Twins!:
Parent-To-Parent Advice From Infancy
Through Adolescence
by Susan M. Heim
Hampton Roads Publishing Company
Parents | $17.95 US
978-1571745316 | Paperback
Raising any child is a
challenge, but what
happens when they
come as a pair? As any
parent of “multiples”
will tell you, sometimes
only talking with
another parent who's
been there can get you
through the difficult
times and help you to
cherish the moments that make twins truly
"double the love."
In this complete guide to raising multiples
from infancy through the high-school years,
Susan M. Heim, a mother of twins herself,
offers the insight and advice that only a mother
Entro | Spring 2008

Moments And Milestones
Pregnancy Journal:
A Week-By-Week Companion
by Jennifer Leigh Youngs and Bettie B. Youngs,
Ph.D., Ed.D.
AMACOM
Parents | $19.95 US
978-0814473771 | Hardcover Spiral Bound
Pregnancy is a journey,
and although its greatest
reward is the destination, the path itself holds
treasures and blessings
among its challenges.
The Moments and
Milestones Pregnancy
Journal offers the
expectant mother a week-by-week guide to her
baby’s development and her own physical and
emotional changes. And there’s plenty of space
for her to explore and record her thoughts,
hopes, and wishes along with the events that
mark this special time.
Through her weekly entries, the expectant
mother will:
Track every milestone—from check-ups and
sonograms, cravings and mood swings, to that
first kick and preparing for labor and delivery.
Learn about the amazing changes happening
as she nurtures a new life.
Fall in love with her child even before he or she
is born.
Memorialize this special time with a journal
she can re-read and also share with her child.
For the glorious journey to motherhood, this
beautiful keepsake journal is the ideal traveling
companion.

Jennifer Leigh Youngs (Del Mar, CA) is the
author of Feeling Great, Looking Hot, & Loving
Yourself and the coauthor of the Taste Berries
for Teens book series. Bettie B. Youngs, Ph.D.,
Ed.D. (Del Mar, CA) is the Pulitzer Prize
nominated author or co-author of many books,
including the Taste Berries series, and has
appeared often on Oprah, NBC Nightly News,
and other national programming.
2008 Gold Recipient: Pregnancy & Childbirth

New Start For Single Moms
by Diane R. Strack
Thomas Nelson, Inc.
978-1418528539 | Kit Including DVD | $99.99 US
978-1418528010 | Participant’s Guide | $9.99 US
New Start for Single Moms
is as simple as one woman
sitting next to another
woman for ten weeks,
studying God’s Word,
planning for the future,
learning to work through
conflict, challenge, and
family communication,
and praying together. This
kit, and the corresponding participant’s guide,
are fueled by relational Christianity, providing
for the needs of the single mothers in your
community as well as an outlet to women
seeking ways to reach out and help others.
“I know of no other way to so dramatically
influence a family. All three of the girls I
mentored have made significant changes in
their lives and are on their way to a secure
future. With my 10- and 12-hour workdays,
New Start for Single Moms is a proven way for
me to give back, and yet I still receive so much
more than I give.” - Rebecca, Interior Designer
If you knew that you could change a life in less
than 24 hours, would you do it? Undoubtedly,
you would. The New Start for Single Moms kit
gives you that chance with a comprehensive
tool that includes ten Bible studies on DVD, a
complete facilitator and group discussion guide,
forms, publicity tools, and free phone support.
Together we can make a difference. Using a
flexible format with one-on-one component,
the kit helps break down barriers that are
keeping single moms from getting ahead. It
also helps break the cycle of pain for families
so that they can move forward into the life
God has intended for them. New Start for
Single Moms isn’t about divorce and it isn’t a
crisis program; it’s about transforming
thinking patterns so that single moms realize
that their dreams can come true.
2008 Gold Recipient: Life Transitions
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Parenting Children With Health Issues:
Essential Tools, Tips, And Tactics For Raising Kids
With Chronic Illness, Medical Conditions, And
Special Healthcare Needs
by Foster W. Cline, M.D., and Lisa C. Green
Love & Logic Press
Parents | $24.95 US
978-1930429895 | Paperback

live hope-filled lives.

Special skills are needed
to raise kids with
medical issues and
chronic illness. Parents
and professionals can
easily learn essential
and practical tools to
help children comply
with medical requirements, cope well with
health challenges, and

Whether a child has allergies, asthma, diabetes,
cancer, cystic fibrosis, weight problems or any
other health issue, readers will discover how to:
Handle refusal to take medication and do
medical treatments
Avoid power struggles and other common
parenting traps
Promote healthcare responsibility without
nagging, lecturing or threatening
Communicate with children about medical
issues in ways they’ll understand
Avoid the dangers of over-protection
Help children become resilient and independent
Empower children to make wise self-care
decisions
Inspire children to turn burdens into blessings
Parenting Children with Health Issues: Essential
Tools, Tips and Tactics for Raising Kids with
Chronic Illness, Medical Conditions and Special
Healthcare Needs has received favorable reviews
by Library Journal, Midwest Book Review and
Stanford Medical Library, as well as from
numerous medical and mental health professionals, authors, non-profit organizations, and
parents of special needs kids.
“I literally felt as though the authors had been
sitting in the corners of my exam rooms for the
last thirty years. Every parent of a child with
special healthcare needs will see themselves
and their children within these pages. I highly
recommend this book to colleagues and
patients as required reading.” - Tracy L.
Trotter, M.D.; Fellow of the American
Academy of Pediatrics (F.A.A.P.)
Best-selling author Foster W. Cline, M.D., is an
internationally known child psychiatrist,
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public speaker and co-founder of the popular
Love and Logic parent training program
(loveandlogic.com). Co-author Lisa C. Greene
is the mother of two children with cystic
fibrosis and a parent coach. For more information, visit
ParentingChildrenWithHealthIssues.com.
2008 Gold Recipient: Health, Nutrition,
Fitness & Safety

Rite Of Passage Parenting Workbook
by Walker Moore
Thomas Nelson, Inc.
Parents | $15.99 US
978-1418519735 | Paperback
The Rite of Passage
Parenting Workbook
teaches parents how to
build into their children's
lives the essential
experiences every child
needs to help them move
toward adulthood in a
healthy way, including:
(1) An authentic Rite of Passage, (2) Significant Tasks, (3) Logical Consequences, and (4)
Grace Deposits from parents, grandparents,
and other caring adults.
Writing from years of experience as a minister,
family speaker, youth culture specialist and
father, Walker Moore presents practical,
principle-based parenting advice, showing
parents how to guide their kids to become
capable, responsible, self-reliant adults. Each
chapter features compelling personal stories
from the lives of those to whom the author has
ministered and from his own life. The
workbook features fascinating information on
the damage being done by today's dramatic
cultural shifts to identify, a values foundation,
self-reliance, and self-worth.
2008 Slver Recipient: Family &
Parenting Resources

So You're Gonna Be A Dad - Now What?
by Scott Patchin and Mike Vander Klipp
Illustrated by Sherri Days
Credo House Publishers
Parents | $9.99 US
978-0978762063 | Paperback
Finally, a book for the
new father that he will
actually read! With
humor and compassion,
Scott Patchin helps new
fathers gain perspective
on their roles. He writes
from the viewpoint of

R o l l

someone who has been through it, having been
happily married for 15 years and a father of
four young children himself.
Why would the new father actually read this?
Time is our biggest excuse, right? This 84-page
book is filled with Scott’s own stories, told in
such a way that every father will be able to
identify with them and, more importantly,
remember them when he faces similar hurdles.
With chapters like Sometimes You Just Have to
Laugh, Don’t Hate the SuperDad, and Beware of
the “Shut Up Song,” readers will quickly hear
the voice of a father, not the voice of a person
with all the answers.
The book’s first goal is to speak to the new
father. Its second goal is to connect Dad with
the key people around him—his friends,
family, wife, or someone he works with. We can
sometimes get too much advice, but we can
never have enough support or listening ears.
The first run at fatherhood is a bit overwhelming at times, but it is made a lot easier if Dad
knows that he is not the only person who has
ever experienced this, and that he has support
there if he needs it—and he will.
2008 Silver Recipient: Life Transitions

The Only Three Discipline Strategies
You Will Ever Need:
Essential Tools For Busy Parents
by Chick Moorman and Thomas Haller
Personal Power Press
Parents | $14.95 US
978-0977232147 | Paperback
The successful parenting
workshops, trainings,
and seminars led by
Chick Moorman and
Thomas Haller have
garnered worldwide
attention and praise
from mothers, fathers,
grandparents, and
professional educators
for only one reason.
This stuff works. It gets the kind of results busy
parents are looking for.
Just as there are only three primary colors,
there are only three primary discipline
strategies. All other useful discipline strategies
are variations of these three—The One-Minute
Behavior Modifier, The Dynamic Discipline
Equation, and The Positive Anger
Explosion—all of which you will learn from
reading this important book.
The three practical, skill-based strategies
presented in this useful book will help you to:
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Eliminate whining, backtalk, and procrastination.
Gain cooperation without nagging or yelling.
Hold children accountable without wounding
their spirit.
Communicate anger in a respectful way.
Design consequences that are reasonable,
respectful, and related to the misbehavior.
Become the parent you always wanted to be.
In response to the many challenges that
children present, parents employ a variety of
discipline techniques. Some parents give quiet
explanations.
This book will ask you to eliminate the
controlling, manipulative discipline strategies
that don’t work and won’t help you become the
parent you always wanted to be. It will ask you
to consider learning and using three strategies
that do work, strategies that help children grow
into responsible, caring, confident young
adults, strategies that allow you to treat the
important and sacred role of parenting with
the respectful attention it deserves.
These practical strategies are ones that parents
can put to use immediately.
2008 Gold Recipient: Parenting - General

What Kids Really Want To Ask:
Using Movies To Start Meaningful Conversations
by Rhonda A. Richardson, Ph.D., and
A. Margaret Pevec, M.A.
Vanderwyk & Burnham
Parents | $12.95 US
978-1889242316 | Paperback
Intended for parents
and their middleschool-aged children
(10–14 years old) to
enjoy together, this
good-movies guidebook
is driven by how 1,100
middlers answered this
question: “If you could
ask your mom or dad
one question and know
you would get an honest answer, what question
would you ask?” Family-focused questions
asked by the respondents led to the categories
and movies in this book.
Themes include extended families, parents as
individuals, parents as couples, the child’s own
early childhood, support and conflict between
parent and child, trust and responsibility
between parent and child, peers and friendships, romantic relationships, school, work,
adulthood, and life.
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Chapters begin with sample questions from the
research and the theme’s importance to the
child. Next is a movie synopsis, including
cautions about language, violence, drugs,
alcohol, sex. Talking points are listed for
parents to consider, and another set is
provided for the children, who are also
encouraged to write down their own questions.
Additional activities, simple to do, can help
elicit even more meaningful conversations on
topics of special concern to the family.
The movies that provide talking points for the
themes are Secondhand Lions, Ferris Bueller’s
Day Off, Back to the Future, Mrs. Doubtfire,
Whale Rider, Smoke Signals, Bend It Like
Beckham, Stand By Me, Now and Then, The
Man in the Moon, Akeelah and the Bee,
October Sky, Real Women Have Curves, and
Pay It Forward.
Co-authors Rhonda A. Richardson (Ph.D.,
Human Development and Family Studies) and
Margaret Pevec (M.A., Family Life Education)
are experienced in research, teaching, writing,
and active parenting. They live in Kent, OH
(Richardson), and Boulder, CO (Pevec).
2008 Silver Recipient: Relationships
& Marriage

What To Do When Your Child Gets Sick
by Gloria G. Mayer, R.N., and Ann Kuklierus, R.N.
Institute for Healthcare Advancement
Parents | $14.95 US
978-0970124500 | Paperback
Everyone wants a
happy, healthy child, but
as children grow they
have their own
challenges. Keeping a
child healthy is a
concern for parents
from all walks of life.
The early years are
some of the most critical in the growth of a child
and usually include many illnesses and injuries.
No baby arrives with an instruction booklet,
but the Institute for Healthcare Advancement
(IHA) has come close to creating such a guide
with its easy-to-read book, What To Do When
Your Child Gets Sick.
The book is written for parents or caregivers of
children from birth to 8 years. It contains
information for managing more than 50
common childhood illnesses and health
problems. The book describes each condition
by noting what can be done at home and when
the caregiver should call a healthcare provider.

It has been called a “lifesaver,” “like having a
doctor at the house,” and “This book helps
decrease my stress level because most of
what might happen to my baby is explained
in this book.”
The states of California and South Dakota
both give What To Do When Your Child Gets
Sick to each woman who gives birth in their
respective states.
Kris Perry, Executive Director of First 5
California, states, “What To Do When Your
Child Gets Sick is a valuable addition to our Kit
for New Parents. From sore throats to
nosebleeds, this guide provides solutions to
common health problems in an easy-tounderstand manner that parents will appreciate.”
Patricia Monson from Child Care Services in
South Dakota says, “The book is very popular in
our gift box that we give to parents of newborn
babies….This item gets the most positive
response to the items in the gift box. We feel the
book has been helpful.”
2008 Gold Recipient: Health, Nutrition,
Fitness & Safety

What’s Love Got To Do With It?:
Talking With Your Kids About Sex
by John T. Chirban, Ph.D., Th.D.
Thomas Nelson, Inc.
Parents | $24.99 US
978-1401603397 | Hardcover
For many parents, the
most important
conversations with their
children are also the
hardest. Ninety-three
percent of adults are
dissatisfied with the sex
education they received
as children, which is
precisely why they are so
bad at teaching their
kids—they have no frame of reference.
Renowned Harvard Medical School psychologist and frequent Dr. Phil guest John Chirban
helps parents talk to their kids about sex.
Kids are going to learn about sex, and it is up
to parents to decide if their kids are going to
learn from them or from MTV. How parents
address sex, their openness, the context, and
their attitudes will impact how their children
view their own sexuality and self-worth.
Dr. Chirban helps parents know when, how,
and how much. He uses humor, compassion,
and real-life examples to prepare parents for a
healthy and ongoing conversation that will
equip their kids to own their own sexuality
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and to develop an understanding of the larger
issues of relationships, love, commitment, and
intimacy.
Dr. Chirban is a clinical instructor in psychology at Harvard Medical School at The
Cambridge Hospital and serves as the director
of the Institute of Medicine, Psychology and
Religion in Cambridge, MA. He is on the board
of and is a frequent guest on the Dr. Phil Show.
2008 Gold Recipient: Relationships & Marriage

Yes, You Can...Afford To Raise A Family
by Sam Goller
Illustrated by Paul Coker, Jr.
Stowers Innovations
Adults | $19.95 US
978-0962978852 | Hardcover
Yes, You
Can…Afford to
Raise A Family
breaks the mold
when it comes to
helping parents
achieve their
financial dreams.
It's filled with stories from other parents, more
than 100 cartoons from MAD magazine
illustrator Paul Coker, Jr., and practical information from self-made billionaire James E. Stowers,
one of the country's top money managers.
This adds up to a fun and humorous look at
the things parents can do both financially and
emotionally to realize the priceless joy of
having kids. Whether the reader is a rookie
parent-to-be or a veteran with a house full of
kids, the information in this book will help
parents make smart decisions about their
money and how to raise their kids. Even if
their nest is empty, older parents will discover
new ways to think about money, look at life,
and share their experiences with their grown
kids. Dr. Laura Schlessinger calls Yes, You Can
“a great book to help families minimize
financial stress and maximize financial health."
Author Sam Goller is the national spokesman
for Achieve Financial Independence Week, an
annual celebration that takes place the third
week in October. Wanting to help people
improve their financial position, Sam
established October 16th as National Cut-UpYour-Credit-Card Day. He is a firm believer
that, with determination and understanding of
the essential facts about money, anyone can be
financially independent.
2008 Gold Recipient: Life Transitions
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Yes, You Can! Raise Financially Aware Kids
by Jack Jonathan
Stowers Innovations
Parents | $19.95 US
978-0962978838 | Hardcover
“I want! I want! I
want!" How many
times have you
heard that from
your children?
Don’t you wish you
had a way to turn
that flowing faucet
of "gimme" into a thoughtful person who
understands what it takes to earn a dollar and
the importance of spending it wisely?
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Educational Products & Software
Angel Bear Yoga™ Play Deck
by Christi Eley
Ages 3 to 9 | $19.99 US
978-0978906023 | Card Deck 5” x 7”

With Yes, You Can! Raise Financially Aware
Kids, you have a fun resource to teach your
children to appreciate the value of a dollar.
Inside, you’ll find information, resources and
activities to show your children fundamental
financial principles, including:
The history of money
Money values
How to manage an allowance
Achieving financial goals
The difference between saving and investing
Becoming a wise consumer
Making donations
Ways to expand their knowledge on their own

The Angel Bear Yoga
play deck is designed to
promote exercise and
movement into
children's lives while
allowing them to
physically embody 50
positive character traits!
It's self-improvement at
the turn of a card.
These beautifully illustrated cards are easy to
use in just minutes a day. Unlike other yoga,
we introduce strong repetitive physical
movements to help focus kids on character and
its value. Parents and teachers benefit by
getting to do yoga while teaching children
positive lessons that will make their lives
easier. Classrooms and homes can be more
harmonious and peaceful when yoga is
introduced. The Angel Bear Yoga Play Deck
promotes saving the environment and nature
appreciation with reflection on positive
character found in nature. Fun activities and
colorful characters on the cards help keep
children's interests so they'll want to play again
and again!
2008 Gold Recipient

To make learning fun and easy for you and your
children, this book is illustrated with cartoons
and filled with stories from other parents on
what did and didn’t work when teaching their
children about financial concepts.

JumpStart World™ Kindergarten
by Knowledge Adventure
Ages 4 to 6 | $19.99 US
B000I82J6W | Software

Well, now you can!

Each chapter includes an "Abilities" section
that is filled with fun, age-appropriate
activities (preschool through high school), all
designed to teach your children important
lessons about money.
Order Yes, You Can! Raise Financially Aware
Kids and give your children the kind of
practical financial foundation that can benefit
them for a lifetime.
Author Jack Jonathan has an extensive
background in product development and
publishing. He is the co-creator of Yes, You
Can…Achieve Financial Independence and
co-author of Yes, You Can…Find More
Meaning in Your Life.
2008 Gold Recipient: Family &
Parenting Resources

JumpStart World™ is a
revolutionary 3D world of
learning that progresses
in response to your child’s
own pace. Children build
math, reading and critical
thinking skills as they
explore whimsical lands
personalized with their
own artwork, photos and special holidays.
Parents create custom rewards and receive
progress reports plus tips to motivate and
extend the learning. JumpStart World is the
smart, fun way to achieve school success!
Each Adventure Pack contains more than 30
learning games and missions teaching over
15 skills.
Immersive 3D play makes kids feel like they're
inside a world of adventure and learning.
Personalized learning system opens up new
lands and challenges according to each child's
progress.
Entro | Spring 2008
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Learning curriculum designed by educators
and based on state standards.
An ever-changing world transforms with the
seasons and holidays using a real-time calendar.
Kids make the world their own with photos,
artwork and more.
Children are motivated to keep learning by
earning gems and badges.
Parents keep in touch with personalized
progress reports and parent tips.
With a subscription, a new Adventure Pack is
downloaded automatically based on progress,
with one pack guaranteed each month (12
Adventure Packs per grade).
2008 Silver Recipient

Kingka Matching & Memory Game
Created by Sholeen Lou-Hsiao
Kingka LLC
All Ages | $29.99 US
Kingka Matching and
Memory Game, a
multi-award winner,
is uniquely designed
as a multi-purpose
toy for kids, encompassing early
childhood development and learning new languages.
This Montessori-inspired puzzle game is the
first and foremost toy, developed by a mother,
to complement other methods of learning the
Chinese language and culture. It is easy for
parents and teachers who have no Chinese
experience to use Kingka to introduce the
Chinese language and culture to their children.
Based on research, this versatile toy, if used
solely as a puzzle, can stimulate visual
discrimination, a critical cognitive development in early childhood. The abstract lines and
complex composition offer the perfect
challenge as brain teasers for young children,
once they have mastered identifying the basic
shapes of circles, triangles and squares.
Teachers around the globe are also using Kingka
for improving their students' concentration as
well as their fine motor, thinking and memory
skills. It is ideal for home schools, after-school
programs and small group activities.
Each Kingka set contains 6 color boards, 108
cards, a pronunciation CD, and storage bags.
Kingka is devoted to providing educational
value, high quality, and family fun to its
customers. For more information visit
KingkaGames.com.
2008 Gold Recipient
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Knowledge Adventure Books by You™
by Knowledge Adventure
Ages 8 & Up | $19.99 US
B000H94ZYQ | Software
Knowledge Adventure
Books by You™ is a
make-your-own-book
experience that
inspires the love of
reading in children as
they create and publish
their own books.
Award-winning actor
and author John
Lithgow guides children every step of the way
as they choose a story line and transform it
with their own ideas. Kids can add pictures,
design a cover, and dedicate the book to
someone special. Finally, publish a real chapter
book that your child will love to read and your
family will treasure for years to come.
Children can:
Read and edit each chapter while learning new
words and receiving writing tips.
Import digital photos or drawings to personalize the book.
Dedicate the book to someone special.
Design a unique cover.
Order a real soft or hardcover copy
(additional fee).
Save the finished story as a PDF to email to
family and friends.
2008 Gold Recipient

One Minute Reader®
by Read Naturally
978-1596218154 | Level E Bundle | $99.95 US
978-1596218260 | Level 1 Bundle | $99.95 US
978-1596218376 | Level 2 Bundle | $99.95 US
978-1596218482 | Level 3 Bundle | $99.95 US
978-1596218604 | Level 4 Bundle | $99.95 US
978-1596218727 | Level 5 Bundle | $99.95 US
One Minute Reader is a
motivating educational
system that improves
reading fluency and
comprehension. It includes
key features of the
classroom-based Read
Naturally program in a format you can use at
home. Since 1991, schools across North
America have used Read Naturally to improve
the fluency of special education students,
English language learners, students with
dyslexia, and mainstream students.
Each One Minute Reader book contains five
stories. Students read each story several times,
following a specific series of steps. These steps

help students learn to read correctly, read
faster, and understand what they read.
Read Along: Students read the story aloud
while listening to an audio CD of the story.
The CD model corrects pronunciations of new
words, and it reviews and reinforces words
students already know.
Read Alone: After reading along, students read
alone several times. By practicing the story, they
master the story and many of the words in it.
Raise Your Score: Students time themselves
before they read along and after they read
alone. A graph shows their growth and
motivates them to keep improving.
The One Minute Reader steps are easy to
follow; many readers can work through the
steps on their own. But parents or tutors can
also help by discussing each story after the
reader has practiced it. Parents' interest, praise,
and support are important in building
students' confidence.
One Minute Reader provides high-interest,
age-appropriate stories and audio recordings,
along with fun, interactive tools that allow
students to see themselves progress quickly.
Because all of the instructions are on the audio
CD and an instructional DVD, students can
use One Minute Reader independently even if
no proficient reader is available in the home.
2008 Gold Recipient

Word Wall Words:
For First Grade
Created by Maria Rios-Marrero
MRM Classroom Connections
Ages 5 & 6 | $19.95
Maria Rios-Marrero,
director of MRM
Classroom Connections and creator of
Word Wall Words for
First Grade, has a
passion for teaching
and learning. She believes teaching is a calling,
not a job. As a teacher for 25 years, she taught
children with special needs, language
concerns, and low performance. During her
time in the classroom, she worked diligently to
find the method that would work for each
individual student to reach maximum success.
Maria quit her teaching job to pursue her
dream of giving workshops for teachers and
parents utilizing strategies to get the best from
their children. While doing workshops,
teachers would ask if any of her ideas were
available somewhere for purchase. During one
specific workshop, she finally was pinned down
to create the Word Wall Kits you see today.
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These kits are designed to be utilized not only
by teachers but by parents, as well. Parents are
the first line of learning for children, even
before they start school. Maria believes that
parents are the partners that teachers need for
student success.
High-quality products that children enjoy and
learn with are hard to come by, but Word Wall
Words for First Grade keep children interested
and help them have fun while learning.
Children need to know certain words by sight.
These “high frequency” words make up 80% of
the words children read and write. Sight words
cannot be sounded out; students need to know
them by sight, by memorizing them. The Word
Wall Kits have 100 to 110 words embedded in
a graphic design for children to color and
“find” the featured word.
The graphics are interesting to color, keep
children’s interest, and enable them to interact
with these words in a fun way.
2008 Silver Recipient

Word Wall Words:
For Second Grade
Created by Maria Rios-Marrero
MRM Classroom Connections
Ages 7 & 8 | $19.95
Maria Rios-Marrero,
director of MRM
Classroom Connections and creator of
Word Wall Words for
Second Grade, has a
passion for teaching
and learning. She believes teaching is a calling,
not a job. As a teacher for 25 years, she taught
children with special needs, language concern,
and low performance. During her time in the
classroom she worked diligently to find the
method that would work for each student to
reach maximum success.
Maria quit her teaching job to pursue her
dream of giving workshops for teachers and
parents utilizing strategies to get the best from
their children. While doing workshops,
teachers would ask if any of her ideas were
somewhere for purchase. During one specific
workshop, she finally was pinned down to
create the Word Wall Kits you see today.
These kits are to be utilized by not only
teachers but parents as well. Parents are the first
line of learning for children, even before they
start school. Maria believes that parents are the
partners that teachers need for student success.

74

High-quality products that children enjoy and
learn with are hard to come by, but Word Wall
Words for Second Grade keep children interested
and help them have fun while learning.
Children need to know certain words by sight.
These “high frequency” words make up 80% of
the words children read and write. Sight words
cannot be “sounded out”; students need to
know them by sight, by memorizing them. The
Word Wall Kits have 100 to 110 words
embedded in a graphic design for children to
color and “find” the featured word.
The graphics are interesting to color, keep
children’s interest, and enable them to interact
with these words in a fun way.
2008 Silver Recipient
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Lavishly illustrated with more than 170
photos and illustrations, Yoga Calm for
Children provides:
More than 60 activities to help children and
teens develop self-control, concentration,
imagination and social/emotional skills, as well
as physical fitness.
Yoga-based movement activities, techniques for
regulating the nervous system, social/emotional
games and relaxation and storytelling methods
to educate the whole child.
“Emotional first aid” tips for effectively dealing
with children’s strong emotions as they arise at
home, in the classroom and in other settings.
Time-tested practical advice and endearing
stories of the resiliency, depth and beauty of
children.
The basics of mind/body psychology and how
it applies to working with children.

Yoga Calm© For Children:
Educating Heart, Mind, And Body
by Lynea Gillen, MS, and Jim Gillen, RYT
Three Pebble Press, LLC
Grades K-12 | $29.95
978-0979928901 | Softcover

Yoga Calm for Children is an indispensable
guide for adults who influence children’s lives.
Available from yogacalm.org and Amazon.com.
2008 Silver Recipient

Children need more
than just the three R’s.
Educating children
today requires a new
approach—one that
effectively meets the
physical, mental and
emotional needs of
children and the adults
who work with them,
including schoolteachers, counselors, and
parents. New research shows what we have
intuitively known for years: reducing
children’s stress, developing their emotional
intelligence and enhancing their sense of
wellbeing can benefit both their health and
their academic performance.

Home Entertainment/DVD

This attractive book by school counselor Lynea
Gillen and yoga instructor Jim Gillen offers a
clear guide for teaching kids and teens the keys
to managing stress, building social skills and
creating lifelong fitness habits. Developed from
the Gillens’ innovative workshops for teachers
and counselors, and backed by more than 30
years of experience in education, this handbook
provides a practical, safe, and easy-to-teach
method that works with a wide range of
children, including those with ADD/ADHD,
anxiety, and other behavior disorders.

Angel Bear Yoga™
Directed by Tom Purdy
Angel Bear Yoga Studios
Ages 3 to 9 | $14.99 US
B000OBMN1Y | DVD
In this yoga production,
parents and children will
be introduced to Angel
Bear and his little friend,
Sweet Pea. Your instructor, Ms. Christi, will show
you symbolic poses
representing courage and
listening as you go on a
magical journey! Learn
to be brave and not fear the dark as you
courageously practice "night animal" poses.
Learn to use your special listening skills as you
become a softly falling leaf. Join the fun with
Angel Bear as you learn to see the positive
character all around you in the natural world!
This 60-minute video features two complete
lesson plans (courage/listening) from the
Angel Bear Yoga program and is perfect for
home use, classroom use, etc. Poses are simple
and no previous yoga experience necessary
(take it slow and learn to improve over time).
For ages 3-9 with parental/teacher supervision.
2008 Gold Recipient

Entro | Spring 2008

ENT075.pdf

H o n o r

4/20/08

12:59:46 PM

R o l l

Cuckoo Concertos, Vol. 1
Directed by Braddon Mendelson
Noisivision Studios
Preschool | $19.95 US
B000V3UCCC | DVD
Five-Year-Old Laird
hosts this fun and
imaginative DVD
collection of great
children's songs,
performed by kids for
kids, interacting within
a world of animation
and live-action video
backgrounds.
Selections include Old MacDonald, Laird's
Vowel Song, The Pledge of Allegiance,
Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star, The ABC Song,
America the Beautiful, and more.
In addition, “Animal Movie Minutes”—musical
wildlife shorts featuring hummingbirds, lake
otters, elk and jackrabbits, to name a few—are
interspersed throughout.
With fun animations, surprises and music, this
video will delight the child in all of us. This
educational and creative DVD makes a perfect
gift for toddlers, preschoolers and kindergarteners (and parents will love it, too).
Written and directed by Braddon Mendelson.
Original music written and performed by Scott
Douglas MacLachlan. Additional music
performed by the United States Air Force
Band. Starring the NoisiKids: Adrienne,
Demetrius, Laird and Victoria.
2008 Silver Recipient

Why Dance?
Directed by James Manning, III
James E. Manning Studios
All Ages | $34.99 US
B000BTHOL8 | DVD
“Why Dance?” is an
in-depth, behind-thescenes look at the world
of dance. It examines
what attracts so many
young students, former
ballerinas, and current
dancers to this
wondrous art form. It
explores why they
dance and what drives them from their early
introduction to the neighborhood dance
studio to the stages of Ballet San Jose Silicon
Valley, a professional dance company in San
Jose, California.
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This full-length documentary discusses the
benefits of dance competitions, including
substantial footage of one of the many
competitions and conventions held in many
cities throughout the country every year. It
includes interviews with various winners,
including Peter Chursin (Mr. Dance of
America 2003) and Ashley Canterna (Miss
Dance of America 2002). The rigorous
training, stretching, and rehearsing is also
shown, as many of these young people put
everything they have into trying to impress the
judges during a two-minute dance routine.
Parents discuss the benefits of both dance and
competing with respect to the positive
influence they have had on their children’s
scholastic achievement and self confidence.
Not only do ballerinas (including former
dancers with American Ballet Theatre and
Dance Theatre of Harlem) share their early
experiences growing up in the world of dance,
but we get an insight from such notables as
Dennis Nahat (world-renowned
choreographer/ Artistic Director), Karen “KB”
Brown (Artistic Director of the Oakland
Ballet), and Daryl Gray (choreographer).
The darker side of dance is also explored,
including injuries, eating disorders, and
insecurities—issues that all dancers will face
sooner or later. This film is not only an
informative look at the world of dance but
oftentimes an entertaining look, as well.
2008 Silver Recipient

Miscellaneous

Bless You Mom, a brand-new company, seeks
to inspire mothers to experience themselves as
part of a loving circle of life. This supportive
ambiance opens the heart, affecting everything
mothers say and do with their children. As a
result, Bless You Mom proposes, everyday
mother-child interactions become poignant
opportunities for mutual nurturing and
healing. Just contemplating the path of
mothering proves rewarding, because
conscious mothers create conscious families.
Bless You Mom was cofounded by Santa Fe,
New Mexico, residents Harmony Rose West
and Elizabeth Carovillano. Harmony is an
early childhood educator, mother of three
grown children, and a grandmother. In
addition to helping young children cultivate
healthy core beliefs about themselves, she
guides mothers in fostering self-renewal and
personal well-being. Harmony views the new
deck as “a soft light shining on the everformative mother-child relationship.”
Elizabeth is an artist and graphic designer with
a passion for bold colors, symbols, and
archetypal images. After completing a degree
in fine arts, she worked in the natural foods
industry for thirteen years, most recently as
marketing director of Whole Foods on the
West Coast. Now the mother of a young
daughter, Elizabeth is excited by the company’s
potential to accelerate the healing of mothers
around the world.
2008 Gold Recipient:
Inspirational/Motivational Product

Most Inspirational / Motivational Product
Bless You Mom:
Conscious Thoughts For The Mothering Journey
56 Inspiring Afirmation Cards For Moms
by Harmony Rose West and Elizabeth Carovillano
Adults | $14.95 US

Best Philanthropic Product
Celebrate The Scribble:
Appreciating Children's Art
by Kathy Hirsh-Pasek, Ph.D., and
Roberta Golinkoff, Ph.D.
VSP Books / Crayola Beginnings Press
All Ages | $24.95 US
978-1893622227 | Hardcover

Bless You Mom’s
Conscious
Thoughts for the
Mothering Journey
is a deck designed
to help mothers
cultivate uplifting
thoughts, even in
the most trying
times. Composed of 56 vibrantly colored
circular cards, each printed with an empowering affirmation, it invites reflection on values
ranging from self-love and acceptance to
mindfulness and compassion. Holding a card
in the palm of your hand is like holding hands
with a friend.

Dr. Kathy
Hirsh-Pasek and
Dr. Roberta
Golinkoff,
renowned authors
and child development experts, offer
a peek inside early
childhood through
the marvelous marks made by young children.
There's much to see and celebrate in children's
scribbles, much more than meets the eye.
What appear to be random, accidental marks
are rich in meaning, both for the children
creating them and for the adults who proudly
display their colorful scribbles on office walls
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and refrigerator doors. Created by toddlers
from across the U.S. and Canada, including a
few children of celebrity parents, the drawings
and paintings displayed in this book elevate
scribbling to the magnificent form of art it
truly is.
2008 Gold Recipient (Benefits St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital)

Best Website For Kids & Families
PBS Kids Sprout™
SproutOnLine.com
SproutOnline.com is
the online destination for PBS KIDS
Sprout, the first and
only 24-hour
preschool destination available in the United
States on TV for kids ages 2-5 and their parents
and caregivers. Sprout was created as a
partnership among Comcast Corporation, HIT
Entertainment, PBS and Sesame Workshop.
The network's program lineup of goldstandard, curriculum-based children's shows
includes: Sesame Street®, Bob the Builder™,
Barney & Friends™, Thomas & Friends™,
Angelina Ballerina™, Sagwa: The Chinese
Siamese Cat™, Caillou®, The Berenstain Bears™,
Jay Jay the Jet Plane®, Teletubbies™, Dragon Tales™,
Pingu™, Make Way For Noddy™, Jakers! The
Adventures of Piggley Winks™ as well as original
Sprout programming like The Good Night
Show®, The Let's Go Show™, The Sunny Side Up
Show™, Mr. Mailman and Sprout Diner.
SproutOnline.com extends the experience for
each of the shows on Sprout, creating
opportunities that foster parent and
preschooler interaction.
SproutOnline.com promotes parent-child
interaction through the downloadable crafts,
recipes and activities, online games, and videos
that include questions for parents to ask their
preschooler. Photo and artwork galleries found
on the site allow families to upload content
they wish to share between family, friends, and
the extended Sprout community. In addition,
each family account has a My Refrigerator
which provides a private place to display
photos and artwork.
2008 Gold Recipient
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Congratulations to the
animators
accounting associates
assembly line workers
authors
big-idea thinkers
book binders
children
copywriters
customer service associates
dads
designers
directors
editors
educators
engineers
executives
film crews
financial advisors
grandparents
graphic designers
illustrators
inventors
law associates
manufacturers
marketers
moms
musicians
packagers
parents
printers
producers
programmers
public relations pros
publicists
publishers
quality controllers
shipping associates
strategists
studios
voice talent
web designers
webmasters

The Reliable Symbol
of
Wholesome,
Family-Friendly
Entertainment
THE

FOUNDATION
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Because Literacy
Is More
Than Reading
…Comprehension…Understanding…
…Communicating…
The award-winning online literacy resource that
uses a unique book-review formula.
Helping parents and educators find great,
engaging books for children. Fostering a love of
reading, because literacy transcends
culture and economic barriers.
As seen on Good Morning America®

w w w . T h e R e a d i n g Tu b . c o m
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